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Dear Delegates, 

 

Welcome to the 2012 Northwest Model United Nations (NWMUN) Conference and the Security 

Council! We are very pleased to present to you the background guide, written by your highly 

experienced and capable Director, Aaron Raymond, Assistant Director, Mark Winters, and 

Special Advisor, Molly Aylor. 

 

The entire Secretariat is very excited to work with you in November and appreciate the hard 

work and research you are undertaking in preparation for what we are confident will be a great 

conference! 

 

The topics for this year’s Security Council are: 

 

I. The Situation in Myanmar 

II. The Situation in Sudan and South Sudan 

III. Women and Peace and Security 

 

Every participating delegation is required to submit a position paper prior to attending the 

conference. NWMUN will accept position papers until Sunday, November 11th at 11:59 pm 

Pacific Time. Please submit all position papers to: positionpapers@nwmun.org.  

 

Please refer to the following pages for position paper requirements, as well as an example 

position paper. Delegates’ adherence to these guidelines is crucial, because it not only ensures a 

well-prepared committee, but is also a key component of the awards process.  

 

We wish each of you the best as you prepare for this conference and committee. We urge you to 

move beyond the background guide as you learn more about both the Member State you will 

represent and the topics we will be discussing. Please do not hesitate to direct any questions or 

concerns toward your Director or the Director-General. We look forward to meeting you at the 

conference! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Aaron Raymond Mark Winters Janie Sacco 

Director,  

Security Council 

Assistant Director, 

Security Council 

Director-General, 

NWMUN 2012 

sc@nwmun.org  sc@nwmun.org  dg@nwmun.org   
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Position Paper Guidelines 

 

Your position paper should consist of a well-developed introduction and a summary of the 

position of your country on each of the topics to be discussed in your committee. It is important 

to remember that while you will have lots of information on your country’s actions on a local or 

national level, you must discuss your country’s position on an international level, particularly 

including suggestions for policies and future action that could be taken by the committee. 

Additional examples of high quality position papers are available on the NWMUN website. 

 

Formatting 

Position papers should be formatted using the following specifications: 

1. Times New Roman 

2. Size 10 – 12 font 

3. Single spaced 

4. 2 pages in length 

 

Please Note: Anything over two pages will not be read. If your paper is not correctly formatted it 

could be returned to the author for corrections. 

 

Submission Process 

NWMUN will accept position papers until Sunday, November 11th at 11:59 pm Pacific Time.  

1. Please send each position paper in a separate e-mail to the committee with the subject 

line: COUNTRY – COMMITTEE 

a. Example: BELARUS – HRC 

b. Example: TRINIDAD & TOBAGO - GA 

 

2. Please cc all position paper submissions to positionpapers@nwmun.org.  

 

General Assembly 

Plenary: 
ga@nwmun.org  

Human Rights 

Council: 
hrc@nwmun.org  

UN Education, 

Scientific, and 

Cultural 

Organization: 

unesco@nwmun.org  Security Council: sc@nwmun.org  

Reformed Security 

Council 
rsc@nwmun.org  

18
th

 Conference of 

Parties to the 

UNFCCC: 

cop18@nwmun.org  

 

Please Note: Delegates who have not submitted a position paper by the specified deadline will 

not be given consideration for awards. 

mailto:positionpapers@nwmun.org
mailto:ga@nwmun.org
mailto:hrc@nwmun.org
mailto:unesco@nwmun.org
mailto:sc@nwmun.org
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Content Requirements 
Position papers should include, and will be graded, on the following items 

 

1. Formatting and presentation;  

 

2. Spelling and grammar that is reflective of the level of education being pursued by 

attendees to the conference.  

 

3. The content should include: 

a. Background information on the topic, why your country thinks it is important, 

relevant national commitments and action on the issue. Remember to focus on 

national policies which influence your country’s action on this topic within the 

UN and internationally.  

b. International commitments and your country’s support of specific 

resolutions, initiatives, conventions or treaties. Describe what actions have been 

taken by your country to address prior international agreements made by your 

country. 

c. Specific and concrete proposals for next steps on the topic, priority issues, and 

how your country can move forward on addressing the topic. This is the most 

important section of the position paper, and should be the longest paragraph.  

 

Research Tips 

1. Look for statements made by your country – you will often find the exact position of your 

country within a speech that they have been made. 

2. Look for the voting record of your country, which indicates its support or lack of support 

for particular resolutions on the topics when they were previously discussed. 

3. Look for recommendations made in Secretary-General reports or within resolutions that 

have been adopted in order to identify the ways in which you can move forward or take 

action on the topic.  

 

Key Resources 

1. UN Website “On the Record”: http://www.un.org/depts/dhl/unms/ 

This website provides direct access to official documents reflecting the views of United 

Nations Member States. 

 

2. UN Website “Global Issues”: http://www.un.org/en/globalissues/  
This website offers an overview of some of the global issues we will be discussing at 

NWMUN, and links to other resources where you can get additional information. 

 

3. UN Security Council Website: http://www.un.org/en/sc/ 

This is the official website of the Security Council. Delegates can use it to find previous 

Security Council action, including agendas, resolutions, presidential statements, press 

releases, and information on specific missions and capacities of the Council. 

http://www.un.org/depts/dhl/unms/
http://www.un.org/en/globalissues/
http://www.un.org/en/sc/


Sample Format & Content of Position Papers 

 

 
Delegation from  

(Bold, Italicized, Times New Roman, Size 10-12)  
[Member State]  
(Bold, Times New Roman, Size 10-12)     

Delegation from  

(Bold, Italicized, Times New Roman, Size 10-12)  
[Member State]  

(Bold, Times New Roman, Size 10-12)     
 

Position Paper for [Committee Name] 

(Bold, Italicized, Times New Roman, Size 10-12, Centered) 

 

Introductory sentence providing an overview of the topics and, if appropriate, your delegation’s 

relationship with the committee. (Times New Roman, Size 10 – 12) 

 

I. Topic One Title  

(Bold, Italicized, Times New Roman, Size 10-12, Centered) 

 

Paragraph #1: Background information on the topic, why your country thinks it is important, 

relevant national commitments and action on the issue. Remember to focus on national policies 

which influence your country’s action on this topic within the UN and internationally.  

(Times New Roman, Size 10 – 12) 

 

Paragraph #2: International commitments and your country’s support of specific resolutions, 

initiatives, conventions or treaties. Describe what actions have been taken by your country to 

address prior international agreements made by your country (Times New Roman, Size 10 – 12) 

 

Paragraph #3: Specific and concrete proposals for next steps on the topic, priority issues, and 

how your country can move forward on addressing the topic. This is the most important section 

of the position paper, and should be the longest paragraph. (Times New Roman, Size 10 – 12) 

 

II. Topic Two Title 

(Bold, Italicized, Times New Roman, Size 10-12, Centered) 

 

Paragraph #1: Background information on the topic, why your country thinks it is important, 

relevant national commitments and action on the issue. Remember to focus on national policies 

which influence your country’s action on this topic within the UN and internationally.  

(Times New Roman, Size 10 – 12) 

 

Paragraph #2: International commitments and your country’s support of specific resolutions, 

initiatives, conventions or treaties. Describe what actions have been taken by your country to 

address prior international agreements made by your country (Times New Roman, Size 10 – 12) 

 

Paragraph #3: Specific and concrete proposals for next steps on the topic, priority issues, and 

how your country can move forward on addressing the topic. This is the most important section 

of the position paper, and should be the longest paragraph. (Times New Roman, Size 10 – 12) 

 

(Repeat the topic header and content for other topics if your committee has more than two.)



Example Position Paper 

 

 

 
Delegation from  
Canada 

Represented by  
University of Southern Washington 

 

Position Paper for the Economic and Social Council Plenary 

 

The topics before the Economic and Social Council are: 1) Promoting Economic and Social Gender 

Equality as a Means to Achieve Sustainable Peace, 2) Implementing International Agreements to Ensure 

Global Public Health, and 3) Promoting Sustainable Cities. Canada is committed to strengthening the role 

of ECOSOC on the issues before it, and looks forward to promoting enhanced cooperation amongst 

Member States in order to reach consensus and take concrete action.  

 

I. Promoting Economic and Social Gender Equality as a Means to Achieve Sustainable Peace 

 

In conflict and post-conflict societies, economic and social rights are often given lower priority than 

political and civil rights. In these cases, women are not treated equally, and are often the victims of 

gender discrimination, which manifests itself in violations of human rights such as rape, violence and 

displacement. The prevalence of these crimes is exacerbated by a lack of protection for women, who often 

do not possess the right to own land, have no means to receive adequate health care and have no access to 

justice.  

 

Canada has long been a champion of women’s economic, social, and cultural rights. As an original 

signatory of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the International Covenant on Economic, Social, 

and Cultural Rights (CESCR), and the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination 

Against Women (CEDAW), Canada has a formal commitment to gender equality and, more specifically, 

supports the explicit and systematic integration of a gender perspective into all peace-building and foreign 

aid initiatives. Canada continues to press for specific initiatives with concrete and measurable outcomes 

when addressing gender inequality. The Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) has 

developed its own Framework for Addressing Gender Equality Results. This framework has been an 

important advance in assessing the effectiveness of its initiatives and has consistently provided CIDA 

with useful and relevant data. Canada recognizes the advancements made in Security Council resolution 

1820 (2008), 1888 (2009) and 1889 (2009) to strengthen the original principals of Security Council 

resolution 1325 (2000). However, Canada firmly believes that ensuring the implementation of SCR 1325 

(2000) at the national level is vital. That is why Canada suggests that the CEDAW committee issue 

recommendations to both the Security Council and ECOSOC on positive models for National Action 

Plans (NAP) for incorporating SCR 1325 (2000), a set of progress and impact indicators through which 

its implementation can be monitored, and benchmarks designed towards strengthening the principals of 

SCR 1325 (2000).  

 

Canada recommends that the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW), along with the ECOSOC 

Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) reach out to local NGOs and civil society 

organizations (CSOs) to coordinate the monitoring of, and reporting on, the progress of these NAPs. 

CSW will then report its findings to ECOSOC, the Security Council, and the Secretary General. Canada 

urges for the adoption of benchmarks requiring 30% of UN-mandated peacekeeping forces and 

negotiating delegations be women. Canada also believes that while peacekeeping troops are vital to 

facilitating the cessation of hostilities, a separate unit with a specialized mandate is necessary to deal with 

the psychological and health issues of women that continue in post-conflict situations long after the 



violence is over. The specialized mandate will also lay the groundwork for legal procedures that may 

need to be taken to ensure just peace. Canada calls for the creation of this specially trained unit to be 

deployed in post-conflict situations, with a specific mandate to address sexual and gender based violence, 

help to eliminate impunity, and offer same-sex interviewers for rehabilitation purposes. The newly 

created unit will facilitate reconciliation and violence prevention.  

 

II. Implementing International Agreements to Ensure Global Public Health 

 

Effectively addressing global public health lies at the center of achieving the Millennium Development 

Goals (MDGs). Through agreements such as the Paris Declaration on AID Effectiveness, the Accra 

Agenda for Action (AAA), and global health initiatives such as the Global Alliance for Vaccines and 

Immunizations (GAVI), and the Global Fund to fight AIDS, TB, and Malaria, the international 

community has made significant progress in addressing the world’s health concerns. Canada is focused on 

creating frameworks and resolutions that foster greater coordination, eliminate corruption and overlap, 

improve AID consistency, encourage the untying of AID, emphasize a focus on national health systems, 

and hold all the countries involved accountable for producing tangible and measurable results. 

 

Canada has been a leader in the use of innovative funding mechanisms, such the Advance Market 

Commitment (AMC), which provides incentives for pharmaceutical companies to accelerate the 

development of vaccines and sell them at prices that poor countries can afford. This project, which is 

being implemented in coordination with the World Bank and GAVI, is expected to save an estimated 7.7 

million lives by 2030. Canada will continue to urge its fellow member states to become more involved in 

the creation and implementation of such innovative funding mechanisms.  

 

Especially now, due to the downturn in the global economy, where the world’s poor are 

disproportionately suffering, there is a greater need for all donor countries to fulfill their Official 

Development Aid (ODA) commitments. Canada was the first country to fulfill its G8 commitment to 

double ODA in Africa by 2008, and throughout the world by 2010. This has been accomplished through 

both the African Health Systems Initiative (AHSI) and the Catalytic Initiative to Save a Million Lives. 

Canada has not only committed USD 450 million to these initiates, but with them has demonstrated its 

focus on both strengthening, and developing local ownership, of national health systems. Canada urges 

the implementation of year-by-year funding targets to ensure that ODA commitments for health initiatives 

are kept. Currently The Measles Initiative is facing a funding gap of $59 million for 2010, and the Global 

Fund to fight AIDS, TB, and Malaria is also facing a funding crisis of $5 billion for this year. These gaps 

in funding could cause millions their lives. Canada strongly urges it fellow member states to fulfill their 

commitments to these funds.  

 

Canada is also a strong proponent of the International Health Partnership & Related Initiatives (IHP+). 

The Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA), through the IHP+ framework, is the chair of 

the Mozambique National AIDS Council (CNCS) and has made long-term financial commitments to 

IHP+. Canada believes that IHP + will not only prove to be extremely effective in addressing the issues of 

AID effectiveness, redundancy, and accountability, but will also go a long way towards creating a united 

front dedicated to improving global public health. Canada urges for the creation of new commitments that 

compel 15 Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) countries to join in either 

bilateral or compact agreements through IHP+ by 2020.  

  



The Security Council at NWMUN 2012 
 

NWMUN works each year to create as accurate a simulation as is possible for our delegates. Therefore, 

we have developed some additional ways for delegates to interact within the simulation, including 

enabling delegates to take action other than passing resolutions on an issue. This section aims to provide 

additional, specific information for the Security Council at NWMUN 2012.  

 

Briefings 

While discussing a topic, SC delegates are able to receive briefings from representatives of relevant 

member states or UN subject matter experts. The specific thematic experts available will be announced on 

the NWMUN website, as well as the beginning of the conference.  

 

Mandate 

The Security Council has primary responsibility, under the Charter, for the maintenance of international 

peace and security.  

 

Functions & Powers 

 To investigate any dispute or situation which might lead to international friction;  

 To recommend methods of adjusting such disputes or the terms of settlement;  

 To formulate plans for the establishment of a system to regulate armaments; 

 To determine the existence of a threat to the peace or act of aggression and to recommend what 

action should be taken; 

 To call on Members to apply economic sanctions and other measures not involving the use of 

force to prevent or stop aggression; 

 To take military action against an aggressor, including through the establishment or extension of 

peacekeeping or political missions.  

 

Outcome Documents 

When taking action on a topic, the Security Council can adopt resolutions, and issue presidential 

statements and press statements. 
 

Rules of Procedure 

The Security Council has its own rules, which will be incorporated into our simulation and available to all 

delegates during the conference, as well as prior to the conference on our website. 

 

Members of the Security Council at NWMUN 2012 

 
Azerbaijan China Colombia 

France Germany Guatemala 

India Morocco Pakistan 

Portugal Russian Federation South Africa 

Togo United Kingdom United States of America 

  



Security Council Committee History 

 
Introduction 

The Security Council is one of the six principal organs of the United Nations; its structure, power, and functions are 

defined in Chapter V (Articles 23-32) of the UN Charter.
1
 Its first meeting took place in London on January 17, 

1946, following the ratification of the Charter by the five permanent members of the Security Council on October 

24, 1945.
2
 

 

Under Article 24 of the Charter, the Council is tasked with the “primary responsibility for the maintenance of 

international peace and security,” and given the responsibility to act on behalf of all Member States.
3
 The Council 

has a wide variety of tools at its disposal to accomplish this mission, from holding discussions and adopting 

presidential statements or press releases to adopting resolutions that impose sanctions, create criminal tribunals, 

refer situations to the International Criminal Court, authorize the use of force, and establish peacekeeping 

operations.
4
  

 

Membership 

The Security Council has 15 members, of which five are permanent and ten are non-permanent rotating seats; this 

was amended from the original 11 members in 1965.
5
 The permanent members of the Security Council are the 

People’s Republic of China (which replaced the Republic of China in 1971), France, the Russian Federation (which 

replaced the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics in 1992), the United Kingdom, and the United States.
6
 The current 

non-permanent members of the Security Council are: Azerbaijan, Colombia, Germany, Guatemala, India, Morocco, 

Pakistan, Portugal, South Africa, and Togo.
7
 

 

Permanent Members (“the P5”) 

One author describes the United Nations as a “bargain offered by the Allied powers to the world: Give sole authority 

over the use of force to a single body and that body will give you a world secure from world war.”
8
 The Security 

Council’s role in the post-World War II international system was to limit and regulate that use of force.
9
 As a result, 

it was considered essential that the world’s three most powerful states, the United States, the United Kingdom, and 

the Soviet Union, play a leading role in the United Nations as permanent Security Council members.
10

 The United 

States lobbied for the inclusion of China, which was its ally in fighting the Japanese during the Second World War, 

as a permanent member, and France was added at the insistence of the British, who were concerned that the Soviet 

Union would continue to expand its influence in Europe.
11

 

 

Representatives from the Republic of China (ROC) filled the Chinese seat on the Council in 1946. They continued 

to do so even after the ruling party of the ROC lost the Chinese Civil War and was exiled to Taiwan and after the 

People’s Republic of China (PRC) was established in mainland China in 1949.
12

 The United States and its allies 

continually blocked attempts by the General Assembly to recognize the PRC throughout the 1960s, but in 1971,  

General Assembly resolution 2758 recognized the representatives of the People’s Republic of China as the “only 

lawful representatives of China to the United Nations” and expelled the ROC from the UN and all related 

organizations.
13

 The Russian Federation was recognized as the successor state to the Union of Soviet Socialist 

Republics in January 1992, following the Soviet Union’s collapse.
14

 

                                                        
1 United Nations, Charter of the United Nations, 1945, Art. 23-32. http://www.un.org/en/documents/charter/ 
2 Meisler, United Nations: The First Fifty Years, 1995, p. 20-21. 
3 United Nations, Charter of the United Nations, 1945, Art. 24. http://www.un.org/en/documents/charter/ 
4 United Nations, Charter of the United Nations: Introductory Note. http://www.un.org/en/documents/charter/intro.shtml 
5 United Nations, Charter of the United Nations: Introductory Note. http://www.un.org/en/documents/charter/intro.shtml 
6 United Nations Security Council, Membership in 2012, 2012. http://www.un.org/sc/members.asp/list_eng6.asp 
7 United Nations Security Council, Membership in 2012, 2012. http://www.un.org/sc/members.asp/list_eng6.asp 
8 Cox, United Nations Security Council Reform: Collected Proposals and Possible Consequences, 2009, p. 89. 
9 Cox, United Nations Security Council Reform: Collected Proposals and Possible Consequences, 2009, p. 89. 
10 Cox, United Nations Security Council Reform: Collected Proposals and Possible Consequences, 2009, p. 89. 
11 Cox, United Nations Security Council Reform: Collected Proposals and Possible Consequences, 2009, p. 89. 
12  Folk, “The Emergence of a Superpower: China’s UN Policies from 1971 to Present”, Duke East Asia Nexus, 2011. 
13 United Nations General Assembly, Restoration of the lawful rights of the People’s Republic of China in the United Nations 

(GA/RES/2758), 1971. http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=a/res/2758(XXVI) 
14 Blum, Russia Takes Over the Soviet Union’s Seat at the United Nations, 1992. http://www.ejil.org/pdfs/3/2/2045.pdf 

http://www.un.org/en/documents/charter/
http://www.un.org/en/documents/charter/
http://www.un.org/en/documents/charter/intro.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/documents/charter/intro.shtml
http://www.un.org/sc/members.asp/list_eng6.asp
http://www.un.org/sc/members.asp/list_eng6.asp
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=a/res/2758(XXVI)
http://www.ejil.org/pdfs/3/2/2045.pdf


 

Non-Permanent Members 

The remaining ten seats on the Security Council are filled by Member States elected to serve for staggered two-year 

terms as representatives of their geographic region.
15

 Each non-permanent member must seek the support of their 

regional bloc and then be approved by a vote of two-thirds of the General Assembly.
16

 Africa has three seats and 

Eastern Europe has one seat, while Western Europe and Oceania; Asia; and Latin America and the Caribbean are 

each allocated two seats.
17

A Member State cannot be elected to consecutive terms as a non-permanent member of 

the Security Council.
18

 

 

Some regional groups will nominate only as many candidates as there are open seats, while others will give the 

General Assembly a choice between several candidates.
19

 In the last round of elections, held in October 2011, South 

Africa, India, and Colombia ran unopposed to represent Africa, Asia, and Latin America and the Caribbean 

respectively.
20

 Germany, Portugal, and Canada were the subjects of a contested election for the Western Europe and 

Oceania seat.
21

 Germany won the approval of two-thirds of the General Assembly on the first ballot.
22

 Canada 

withdrew its candidacy after the second round of voting, and therefore Portugal was also elected to the Council.
23

 

 

Voting and the Veto Power 

A resolution can only be adopted in the Security Council if it has the support of nine Member States.
24

 In addition, 

all of the permanent members of the Council must either vote in favor or abstain from voting for a resolution to pass; 

this ability for any one of the permanent members to block Council action is referred to as the veto power.
25

 The 

veto has been exercised more than 250 times since 1948.
26

 Each of the Permanent Member States has used their 

power, with Russia having the largest number of vetoes on record.
27

 Recently, the threat and use of the Russian and 

Chinese vetoes have complicated Security Council efforts to respond to the ongoing crisis in Syria.
28

 China 

commonly uses the veto on draft resolutions related to Taiwan or Tibet, and the United States frequently employs 

the veto on draft resolutions related to Israel.
29

 However, the use of the veto is increasingly disfavored and is 

generally used only when a draft resolution is seen as directly opposed to one of the Permanent Members’ national 

interests.
30

 Use of the veto has declined significantly since the end of the Cold War and, although its threatened use 

can have a dramatic impact on the negotiation of a draft resolution, “the historical trajectory is toward greater 

consensus on the Council and against the casual use of the veto.”
31

 

 

An abstention by one of the Permanent Member States is not a veto, although the resolution must still have nine 

affirmative votes to pass.
32

 The use of the abstention has become a common practice in the Security Council, which 

allows the Permanent Member States to express indifference or non-approval  without thwarting the efforts of the 

remaining Council members.
33

 

 

 

 

 

                                                        
15 Security Council Report, Security Council Elections 2006, 2006. http://goo.gl/3x0ST  
16 UNElections.org, Security Council. http://www.unelections.org/?q=node/33 
17 Hanhimäki, The United Nations: A Very Short Introduction, 2008, p. 32. 
18 Hanhimäki, The United Nations: A Very Short Introduction, 2008, p. 32. 
19 UNElections.org, Analysis of Security Council Elections, 2007. http://www.unelections.org/?q=node/490 
20 UNElections.org, Five New Members Elected to Security Council, 2011. http://www.unelections.org/?q=node/2235 
21 UNElections.org, Five New Members Elected to Security Council, 2011. http://www.unelections.org/?q=node/2235 
22 UNElections.org, Five New Members Elected to Security Council, 2011. http://www.unelections.org/?q=node/2235 
23 UNElections.org, Five New Members Elected to Security Council, 2011. http://www.unelections.org/?q=node/2235 
24 United Nations, Charter of the United Nations, 1945, Art. 27. http://www.un.org/en/documents/charter/ 
25 United Nations, Charter of the United Nations, 1945, Art. 27. http://www.un.org/en/documents/charter/ 
26 Hashim, “Veto power at the UN Security Council,” Al Jazeera, 2012. http://goo.gl/68RbC  
27 Hashim, “Veto power at the UN Security Council,” Al Jazeera, 2012. http://goo.gl/68RbC  
28 Nichols, UN sanctions threat needed to revive Syria peace plan-opposition, 2012. http://goo.gl/4xYQT  
29 Bosco, “Abstention Games on the Security Council,” Foreign Policy, 2011. http://goo.gl/VUgBM  
30 Bosco, “Abstention Games on the Security Council,” Foreign Policy, 2011. http://goo.gl/VUgBM  
31 Bosco, “In defense of the veto power,” Foreign Policy, 2012. http://goo.gl/kcgDW 
32 Fasulo, An Insider’s Guide to the UN, 2004, p. 40-41. 
33 Bosco, “Abstention Games on the Security Council”, Foreign Policy, 2011. http://goo.gl/VUgBM  
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Mandate & Work of the Security Council 

The Security Council is the sole body of the United Nations that has the power to make resolutions which are legally 

binding upon all UN Member States.
34

 Due to this, it has the ability to investigate any situation threatening 

international peace, recommend procedures for the peaceful resolution of a dispute, call upon Member States to 

implement economic sanctions on specific states, and enforce its decisions through the use of military force.
35

 The 

Charter of the United Nations guides the course of action that Security Council members take, specifically Chapters 

VI (“Pacific Settlement of Disputes”) and VII (“Action with respect to threats to the peace, breaches of the peace, 

and acts of aggression”).
36

 

 

While resolutions serve as the primary means of taking action, the Council is able to use other means to address 

issues.
37

 Some of the specific working methods the Security Council has considered or actively used include: 

 

- Briefings: These can be regular, open or closed. A subject matter expert is invited to come before the 

Security Council and give the delegates an in-depth briefing on the subject up for debate. Open briefings 

are made publically available, while closed briefings usually involve sensitive information that cannot be 

made public.
38

 

 

- Commissions of Inquiry: Established by Security Council resolutions, a Commission of Inquiry sets up an 

organization to give the United Nations and in-depth report on what is happening during a crisis.
39

 

 

- Reporting: By the Secretary-General, both regular and annual. The Secretary General prepares reports on 

the activities of the United Nations for the purpose of widespread distribution of information.
40

 

  

- Presidential statements: The president of the Security Council is authorized to issue presidential 

statements, subject to the consensus of the other members of the council. These are often issued when the 

Council cannot reach consensus or are unable to pass a resolution because of a permanent member’s veto, 

or threat thereof. These statements are similar in content to resolutions, but are not legally binding.
41

  

 

- Press Statements: Similar to Presidential Statements, but intended specifically for the international press 

to keep the public informed on the thoughts of the Security Council.
42

 

 

- Open debates: These involve the Security Council and members of the international community, and cover 

specific issues that are often thematic but also on country or regional situations, such as the Middle East. 

The Security Council does not need to limit itself to existing members, including any number of additional 

delegates is acceptable.
43

  

 

- Resolutions: The primary working method of the Security Council, delegates decide on a course of action 

and write it using the formal resolution format, and vote to approve or deny the resolution. 

o Mandate Renewals: Mandates to take action are normally given with a time limit before they 

come up for review. If a situation has not been resolved by the time its mandate will expire, the 

                                                        
34 United Nations, Charter of the United Nations, 1945, Art. 25. http://www.un.org/en/documents/charter/ 
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Security Council must write an additional resolution specifically to renew the mandate.
44

 

 

- Security Council missions: Similar to commissions of Inquiry, but with a much broader mandate. 

Missions are often sent to areas where peace and security is a huge concern to give the Security Council a 

comprehensive picture of the situation.
45

 

 

- Arria Formula meetings: The Arria formula enables a council member to invite other council members to 

an informal meeting, held outside the council chambers, and chaired by the inviting member. The meeting 

is called for the purpose of a briefing given by one or more persons, considered an expert in a matter of 

concern to the Council.
46

 

 

- Referral of Cases to the ICC: The Security Council can refer cases to the International Criminal Court, 

even in situations where the ICC would not otherwise have jurisdiction. This power was first exercised in 

March 2005 with the adoption of Resolution 1593 regarding the situation in Darfur in 2002.
47

 

 

- Comprehensive mechanisms: Often a single framework or working method is insufficient to address a 

global problem. In order to address issues that are endemic to every crisis and conflict, such as children in 

armed conflict, sexual violence and exploitation of women, the Security Council will sometimes enact 

sweeping resolutions intended to cover every aspect of policy from that point forwards, such as Security 

Council resolution 1960 (2010), which established a monitoring, analysis, reporting and assessment system 

on the issue of sexual violence in conflict.
48

 

 

Potential Threats to International Peace and Security 

There are several ways in which the Council can react to a potential threat to international peace and security. First, 

the Council must determine whether any threat to the peace, breach of the peace, or act of aggression” exists.
49

 If 

one does, then it is the Council’s responsibility to decide what measures to take next. The Council may require that 

all or some Member States act as it directs, under Article 48 of the Charter.
50

 Resolutions passed by the Security 

Council have a binding effect on Member States of the United Nations.
51

 For example, the Council may call for the 

“complete or partial interruption of economic relations and of rail, sea, air, postal, telegraphic, radio, and other 

means of communication, and the severance of diplomatic relations.”
52

 Additionally, should it be deemed necessary, 

the Council is the only organ of the United Nations that can authorize the use of force, and is empowered to do so 

under Article 42 of the Charter.
53

  

 

The ability to establish peacekeeping forces has been an important tool in the Council’s efforts to maintain 

international peace and security. Article 43 of the Charter provides: “All Members of the United Nations, in order to 

contribute to the maintenance of international peace and security, undertake to make available to the Security 

Council, on its call and in accordance with a special agreement or agreements, armed forces, assistance, and 

facilities, including rites of passage, necessary for the purpose of maintaining international peace and security.”
54

 

The Security Council first used its power to create a peacekeeping operation in 1948, creating the United Nations 
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Truce Supervision Organization (UNTSO) to oversee the withdrawal of the United Kingdom from Palestine.
55

 The 

Security Council must authorize (and reauthorize) the peacekeeping operations and defines the operation’s mandate; 

subsequently, peacekeeping forces are managed by the Department of Peacekeeping Operations.
56

 Today, there are 

17 United Nations peacekeeping operations deployed on four continents.
57 

 

Working Groups 

The Security Council has created ad hoc, informal working groups, comprised of representatives from all 15 

members of the Council “to discuss a range of issues related to the general work of the Council such as procedural 

questions, peacekeeping operations and protections of civilians.”
58

 The Groups meet in closed sessions and release 

only limited information about their work, so they provide a useful forum for open and frank discussion among 

Member States on topics of special concern.
59

 There are currently five working groups: Peacekeeping, Conflict 

Prevention and Resolution in Africa; Additional Measures on Terrorism; Children and Armed Conflict; 

Documentation and other Procedural Questions; and International Tribunals.
60

 

 

Working with Regional Organizations 

The United Nations and other international organizations routinely cooperate in issues of international importance. 

In cases where an existing international organization is already working towards a goal the Security Council has 

decided to pursue, the UN will sometimes work to integrate its efforts with the existing organizations rather than 

mandating the creation of an entirely new organization. 

 

The United Nations will frequently seek assistance from, or provide assistance to, existing regional organizations 

such as the European Union, ASEAN, the African Union (AU), and the Arab League. For example, when addressing 

the situation in Darfur with Security Council resolution 1769 (2007), Reports of the Secretary-General on the Sudan, 

the Security Council elected to partner with the African Union in a hybrid aid mission.
61

 The AU Peace and Security 

Council (PSC), in particular, exists to address conflicts occurring in Africa.
62

 The AU PSC is often the organization 

that initiates peacekeeping operations in Africa, but due to a relative lack of resources, will often hand off 

peacekeeping duties to the UN.
63

 

 

Out of the eight total African-initiated peacekeeping interventions since the end of the Cold War, four have 

eventually been succeeded by UN-led peacekeeping missions and one in Darfur is currently led jointly. These 

operations have been in: Liberia, initially led by ECOWAS and succeeded in 2003 by the UN Observer Mission in 

Liberia (UNOMIL); Sierra Leone, succeeded by the UN Mission in Sierra Leone in 1999; Côte d’Ivoire from 2003-

2004, succeeded in 2004 by the UN Mission in Côte d’Ivoire (UNOCI); Burundi in 2003-2004, succeeded in 2004 

by the UN Operation in Burundi (BONUB); and Darfur from 2004-2007, succeeded by the UN-AU Hybrid 

Operation (UNAMID).
64

 

 

Conclusion 

Under the United Nations Charter, the Security Council has the “primary responsibility for the maintenance of 

international peace and security” and was given distinct powers from those held by the UN’s other principal 

organs.
65

 It is the only body whose decisions are legally binding on all Member States and it alone can authorize the 
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use of force under international law.
66

 However, the Council’s membership still reflects the world as it existed in 

1945: World War II’s victorious Allied Powers were each given a permanent seat on the Security Council and a 

veto. Today, there is a complex and ongoing debate over reform of the Council’s membership and whether it should 

be modified to promote greater geographical representation and whether and how many of the world’s newest 

powers should be given their own permanent seat, if any. At the same time, the Council continues to operate as it is 

currently constituted, and remains actively apprised of and engaged in sudden and ongoing crises that threaten 

international peace and security. 

 

I. The Situation in Myanmar 
 

“I hope the Security Council will meet immediately, meet today, discuss this issue, and look at what can be done. 

And the first thing that can be done is that the UN envoy should be sent to Burma and I hope he is in a position to 

go, and make sure the Burmese regime directly is aware that any trampling of human rights that takes place will 

have the whole eyes of the world upon them and will not be acceptable in the future.”
67

 

- Gordon Brown, former Prime Minister of the United Kingdom 

 

Introduction 
The Republic of the Union of Myanmar is a small country located in Southeast Asia which “has been a source of 

growing concern among UN members,” in particular for the UN Security Council, “since 1990, when the country's 

military regime,” referred to as the State Law and Order Restoration Council (SLORC), took power.
68

 Concern has 

continued since 1997, when the ruling State Peace and Development Council (SPDC) “lost the first multiparty 

election held in nearly three decades.”
69

 

 

Human rights groups “have described Myanmar as one of the most repressive regimes in Asia.”
70

 According to the 

United Nations, the military “has destroyed more than 2,700 villages, moved hundreds of thousands of ethnic 

minorities into internment centers and committed sexual violence against women,” including through the forced  

labor of more than 800,000 civilians in work ranging from sexual slavery to building roads.
71

 Since the mid-1980s, 

“thousands of refugees have fled to neighboring countries, and the country is cited as having the most child soldiers 

of any country in the world, with up to 70,000 children being forced into [military] service.”
72

 

 

The country faces multiple challenges, including extreme poverty, slow development, a tense political situation, and 

the spread of communicable diseases, including HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, and malaria.
73

  Food insecurity is a major 

challenge facing a large portion of the population.
74

 Myanmar has also become “one of the world's leading 

producers of heroin and one of the primary contributors to the spread of HIV/AIDS in Southeast Asia.”
75

 

 

In particular, the threat of disease is probably the most immediate danger to population of Myanmar which numbers 

around 60 million; roughly eight million Myanma children face danger from some form of water-related disease, 
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according to the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF).
76

 So far, the Myanma government has taken steps to 

combat poverty levels and accommodate its burgeoning population; in fact, Myanmar does well when compared to 

other developing countries in terms of battling poverty levels.
77

  Specifically, the government has set a target of 

reducing the country’s poverty ratio to 16 percent, down from its current 26%, by the year 2015in order to reach the 

relevant Millennium Development Goal (MDG).
78

  

 

In 2008, political problems were 

exacerbated by a massive cyclone, 

Cyclone Nargis, which claimed the 

lives of approximately 138,000 

Myanma citizens, and left many more 

homeless.
 79

 Much of this damage has 

not been fully repaired, and there are 

refugee camps in abundance in 

Myanmar that are taxing the economy, 

thereby making it difficult to repair 

and maintain the country's 

infrastructure.
80

 In spite of this, the 

military junta has allowed 

Parliamentary elections to occur, 

though the elections are still being 

heavily presided over by the junta.
81

  

 

Finally, there are specific sub-regional 

conflicts in the Northern state of 

Kachin and the Western state of 

Rachine. It is primarily the “ongoing 

conflict in Kachin and communal 

tensions in Rakhine” which contribute 

to the peace and security of the 

country, and continue to displace 

people.
82

 According to latest 

estimates, about “130,000 people 

remain displaced in Kachin and 

Rakhine,” which impacts the ability of 

the country and region to build 

following not only the natural 

disasters in recent years, but also 

conflict, threatening the overall 

stability of the region.
83

 The UN 

Security Council maintains a focus on 

the situation in Myanmar due to this 

                                                        
76 UNICEF, UNICEF Ready to Respond to Earthquake in Myanmar, 24 March 2011, http://goo.gl/A3THc  
77 Goh, “Myanmar promoting “Inclusive Development,” CIMB ASEAN Research Institute (CARIASEAN), 11 July 2011. 

http://cariasean.org/view/myanmar_promoting_inclusive_development 
78 Government of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar, Ministry of National Planning and Economic Development, The 

Poverty Ratio in Myanmar, 2001. http://goo.gl/z5wuZ  
79 Central Intelligence Agency, World Factbook: Burma, 17 July 2012. http://goo.gl/DvYRB  
80 Merlin, Implementing Disaster Risk Reduction in Myanmar: A Case Study from Merlin’s Programme, 2009. 

http://goo.gl/uISnR  
81 Merlin, Implementing Disaster Risk Reduction in Myanmar: A Case Study from Merlin’s Programme, 2009. 

http://goo.gl/uISnR 
82 UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, The HC Interview: Myanmar, 27 July 2012. 

http://www.unocha.org/top-stories/all-stories/hc-interview-myanmar 
83 UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, The HC Interview: Myanmar, 27 July 2012. 

http://www.unocha.org/top-stories/all-stories/hc-interview-myanmar 

http://goo.gl/A3THc
http://cariasean.org/view/myanmar_promoting_inclusive_development
http://goo.gl/z5wuZ
http://goo.gl/DvYRB
http://goo.gl/uISnR
http://goo.gl/uISnR
http://www.unocha.org/top-stories/all-stories/hc-interview-myanmar
http://www.unocha.org/top-stories/all-stories/hc-interview-myanmar


impact on the region’s stability, and focuses on concern for the political situation, lack of adherence to human rights 

standards, and the impact of displaced populations on neighboring countries.
84

  

 

The situation in Myanmar was placed on the permanent agenda of the UN Security Council in 2006.
85

 In this 

context, the “Security Council has continued to deal with the political and humanitarian situation [...] including 

monitoring the progress of the Secretary-General’s good offices.”
86

 Over the past two years, “drawing the 

international community‘s attention to the continuing atrocities in Myanmar, Tomás Ojea Quintana, UN Special 

Rapporteur on human rights in Burma, urged the UN to establish a Commission of Inquiry with a specific fact 

finding mandate to address the question of international crimes in Myanmar.”
87

 

 

It is one of the situations on the Security Council’s agenda which is less clear-cut and more challenging in terms of 

the nuance and pressure needed to ensure that international peace and security is being maintained; at the same time, 

it is an opportunity for delegates to understand the complexity of the issues which are in front of the Council and 

explore the emerging norm of human security as equivalent to traditional security in the context of the international 

community. 

 

International Involvement in Myanmar 

The United Nations has a long relationship with Myanmar. In 1992, the Commission on Human Rights, which was 

the precursor to the Human Rights Council, established the position of the  “Special Rapporteur on the situation of 

human rights in Myanmar” in order to report annually to the Commission and to the General Assembly.
88

 The 

current Special Rapporteur is Tomás Ojea Quintana, and in his most recent visit to Myanmar in August 2012, he 

stated the importance of embedding a “human rights-based approach in economic and social development,” and an 

awareness of the ongoing need to respect human rights when addressing any facet of the situation.
89

  

 

In 1997, the Secretary-General appointed a Special Envoy to Myanmar “to help facilitate national democratization 

and reconciliation.”
90

 The Special Envoy’s reports, submitted to the UN General Assembly and the Human Rights 

Council, include “the Secretary-General's observations on the political situation in the country.” In the 7 March 2005 

report to the Commission on Human Rights, the Secretary-General urged authorities to demonstrate their 

commitment to a genuine and credible process of democratization.
91

 

 

Over ten UN agencies are active in Myanmar, including the UN Development Programme, World Health 

Organization, Food & Agriculture Organization, UN-Habitat, World Food Programme, UNICEF, UNESCO, 

OHCHR, and UNHCR.
92

 Other international organizations have addressed the situation in Myanmar. The 
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Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN), “which admitted Myanmar as a member in 1997, has urged the 

country to move toward democracy and to release the jailed pro-democracy leader Aung Sang Suu Kyi and other 

political prisoners, “including most recently in 2012.”
93

 Myanmar “was scheduled to chair ASEAN in 2006, but 

concern about the implications of this on the other ASEAN members eventually led Myanmar to decide to step 

down from holding the post.”
94

 

 

The European Union “imposed an arms embargo on Myanmar in 1990 and suspended bilateral aid in 1991,” 

following the military government’s invalidation of election results giving control to Kyi’s party and other pro-

democratic elements.
95

 The EU has also “placed further sanctions on the ruling regime since, refusing visas to 

regime members, banning visits to Myanmar by EU government officials and restricting EU companies from 

investing in businesses owned by the Myanmar government.”
96

 

 

ASEAN Involvement in Myanmar 

ASEAN’s history has been primarily in the economic arena, and security situations have been relatively difficult for 

ASEAN to address due to a lack of consensus among its membership.
97

 ASEAN’s historical respect for 

“sovereignty, territorial integrity and non-interference” are so pervasive in the organization that these principles are 

considered “the ASEAN way.”
98

 ASEAN notably resisted calls from France and other international powers to 

intervene with aid or force in response to Cyclone Nargis in 2008, stating that “forcing aid on Burma/Myanmar […] 

would bring unnecessary complications and will lead to more suffering for the Burma/Myanmar people.”
99

 This 

combination of non-interference and cooperation with the government to achieve ends that are mutually acceptable 

has been met with international criticism, but is labeled “flexible engagement” by ASEAN and is considered 

compatible with the overarching principles of non-interference.
100

 Additionally, some international actors, such as 

the Prime Minister of Malaysia, believe that “the ASEAN way won Burma over,” and use the Myanmar case as a 

positive example for a lighter diplomatic touch.
101

 

 

Myanmar at the ASEAN level works with Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam in a bloc known as the CLMV states, who 

“hold the principles of sovereignty and non-intervention more strictly” than the founding members of ASEAN.
102

 

Myanmar is also strongly opposed to ASEAN involvement in Rakhine, calling “the incidents in Rakhine […] purely 

an inter-communal violence” and not a humanitarian crisis worthy of intervention.
103

 ASEAN has remained content 

to focus on the positive progress in Myanmar’s political arena and pay less attention to regional strife as a result; 
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ASEAN has even approved Myanmar as the 2014 Chair of ASEAN, citing political reform and the reintroduction of 

Aung Sang Suu Kyi and the NLD into the country’s politics as a primary factor in this decision.
104

 

 

Current Situation 

As of 1 April 2012, the National League for Democracy (NLD), founded and led by Aung Sang Suu Kyi, , has risen 

to prominence and earned a respectable number of the seats in the Myanma parliament.
105

 Of the 45 seats contested, 

the NLD won 40; as there are over 300 seats in the lower house of the Myanma parliament, this was enough to make 

the NLD the largest opposition group to the ruling coalition of the military and military-aligned civilian 

government.
106

 The rapidly democratizing Parliament, alongside President U Thein Sein, has already attempted to 

liberalize the state-controlled economy.
107

  Myanmar has formally established a civilian government as of the year 

2011, even if the government is still dominated by the military junta.
108

 

 

In spite of all these changes, human rights issues continue to manifest themselves in the form of military crackdowns 

on free speech and peaceful protests in Myanmar. Ever since the Union of Burma gained its independence from 

Great Britain in 1948, the organization of peaceful protests, and their subsequent suppression by force, has been a 

perpetual problem in Myanmar. Amnesty International has stated that, “[t]he military rulers of Myanmar have jailed 

thousands of people in their continuing efforts to crush all dissenting views” and known political prisoners now 

number at around 1,900.
109

 One of the more recent examples of human rights violations related to protesters 

occurred on 19 August 2007 during the 88 Generation Movement.
110

 The protestors had amassed peacefully to 

contest the economic conditions of Myanmar, particularly with regard to rising costs in gasoline and natural gas, 

which had both experienced exponential increases in prices overnight.
111

 Two to three days later, many of these 

peaceful protestors were “detained by government security forces, and had their homes searched without arrest or 

search warrants.
112

  Elsewhere, other political protestors were violently dispersed.
113

  

 

This violent crackdown on peaceful protestors is accompanied by  media censorship; together, these are indicative of 

just some of the political turmoil in Myanmar.
114

 The Council might also consider turning its attention to the 

violence that has been ongoing in the northern most state of Burma, Kachin.
115

 This violence is an important aspect 

to the political turmoil in Burma that may be resolved through international deliberation and action. 
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The Kachin Region 
In the northern state of Kachin, Human Rights Watch (HRW) reports that “the Burmese Army has been engaged in a 

brutal war with the Kachin Independence Army (KIA), since last June, breaking a 17-year cease-fire agreement.”
116

 

The fighting here has been some of the worst in the country, with the civilian population, most notably women and 

children, facing the worst consequences.
117

 The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) tracks 

the refugees leaving Myanmar, and in 2006 estimated that some 295,819 refugees fled Myanmar, due primarily to 

internal conflict like that in Kachin.
118

 

 

This number has increased exponentially in the wake of Cyclone Nargis, and with the June 2011 outbreak of 

violence in Kachin it seems likely that this number will continue to grow.
119

 Indeed, the HRW reports that the 

“conflict and abuses have caused the displacement of approximately 75,000 Kachin since June [2011].” 
120

 To make 

matters worse, some “45,000 fled to 30 makeshift camps in KIA-controlled territory along the Myanmar-China 

border, where the Burmese authorities have denied them access to international humanitarian aid.
121

 Thousands of 

refugees have also fled to India and to Thailand; in the latter case, numerous reports of violence and abuse, including 

forced sex trafficking, related to refugees have been reported.
122

 Additionally, fleeing Kachin children are often 

forcibly recruited as child solders.
123

 

 

The use of child soldiers has been repeatedly condemned by the Security Council, most recently with the adoption of 

resolution 1998 on 12 July 2011.
124

  There has also been “the widespread use of rape and other forms of sexual 

violence as a weapon of war” to demoralize the populations of the northern state of Kachin.
125

 Once again, the use of 

sexual violence as a weapon of war has been repeatedly condemned by the Security Council, with a presidential 

statement as recent as 23 February 2012 stating that the Council was “[d] eeply concerned about incidents, trends 

and patterns of sexual violence in armed conflict and post conflict situations.”
126

 The Security Council has as of yet 

not taken specific action related to Kachin, and it seems likely that if the Council continues to neglect to take action, 

the violence in this region will continue indefinitely. 

 

International Action 
The situation in Myanmar is essentially two-fold. First the international community may address the ongoing 

violence and warfare in Kachin, and may work with the Myanma government to develop an effective solution. 

Second, the international community may do all it can to ensure that the reforms in Parliament, as well as to the 

Myanma economy, continue as peacefully as possible. While the UN cannot itself instigate regime change for its 

own sake, this does not mean the UN and its allies are powerless to monitor the situation and eventually act. 
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Previous Council attempts to address the situation in Myanmar have often failed or met with limited success. One 

example of a failure to act was in 2007, when a Council draft resolution was proposed that would have called on 

“Myanmar’s Government to cease military attacks against civilians in ethnic minority regions and begin a 

substantive political dialogue that would lead to a genuine democratic transition.”
127

 The draft resolution, contained 

in document S/2007/14, failed with nine votes in favor, three votes against, and three abstentions; because the three 

votes against included China and the Russian Federation, the draft resolution was not adopted.
128

 Due to this failure, 

some have actually suggested that China, Russia, and India spearhead any decision making on this topic, as these 

three represent major players in the region.
129

  China, due primarily to its border with Myanmar and its receiving of 

refugees from Myanmar during both the periods of Cyclone Nargis and the ongoing Kachin conflict, has been a 

particular focus of such advocacy.
130

 

 

Since then, nearly all action taken against the violence in the Kachin region has been on the part of Non-

Governmental Organizations, which have been delivering humanitarian aid in the region to those affected.
131

 These 

NGOs have been aided by UN monitoring offices, such as the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 

(UNHCR).
132

 With regard to changes in the political structure, a combination of sanctions from the United States 

and its allies, alongside international condemnation of the military's policies, has seen moderate success. The 

military has allowed some Parliamentary elections to occur, and the international community has, across the board, 

shown widespread approval for political changes through reduction or shrinking of sanctions regimes.
133

 As a 

consequence, the easing of certain sanctions by the US and its allies was designed to help uplift the economy of 

Myanmar.
134

 A burgeoning economy will also be necessary to sustain the rapidly growing population, and should be 

augmented by the changes that are slowly occurring in Parliament. 

 

While the Council has not been highly active in Myanmar, other parts of the UN System, including the International 

Labour Organization (ILO), have been more engaged.
135

 The ILO has been necessary in establishing a strong 

framework in the country that allows individuals to lodge complaints about working conditions in the country 

without fear of reprisal.
136

  It is the ILO’s goal to include labor unions in Myanmar, as well as facilitate greater 

freedoms with regard to speech and protest.
137

  The latter goal is especially prominent, given the more recent civil 

protests that have rocked the state. However, the ILO’s influence is negligible in the northern Kachin region, given 

that the structure of the ILO is not designed to mitigate violence.
138

 

 

Due to this, the Security Council should consider directing its energies to aiding other NGOs operating in the area. 

According to the UNHCR, there are only four NGOs operating in the Kachin region that are capable of delivering 

aid across combat lines. These NGOs are the Karuna Myanmar Social Services (KMSS), the Metta Development 

Foundation, the Kachin Baptist Convention (KBC), and the Shalom Foundation.
139

  While there are, of course, other 

NGOs operating in Myanmar and Kachin, these four are the only NGOs capable of aiding combatants and non-
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combatants alike on both sides of the conflict at this time. As such, the Council can consider working to increase the 

number of operating NGOs in the region.  

 

One of the top priorities of the Security Council could be the protection of the population in Myanmar, particularly 

in the Kachin region. The Security Council has not created any peacekeeping operations for Myanmar, although the 

situation is being monitored by the Security Council and the OHCHR.
140

  With no peacekeeping missions being 

launched, the UNSC should strive to work with the UNHCR to mitigate the effects of the conflict upon the civilian 

population.
141

   

 

Conclusion 
The situation in Myanmar is complex and multifaceted. Despite being a resource-rich country with a strong 

economic base, “its population of over 50 million people is among the poorest in the world.”
142

 The decades of  

“conflict and unresolved ethnic differences have led to the displacement of hundreds of thousands of people and an 

influx of refugees in neighboring countries,” and ongoing human right violations and lack of justice for existing 

violations ensures that reconciliation remains a challenge that few think can be achieved quickly.
143

  

 

There are some issues that must be resolved more quickly than others before they worsen, particularly with regard to 

the northern state of Kachin, but this is not to say that the political turmoil to the south is beneath consideration. 

Rather, it is that one issue might take priority over another. It is up to the Security Council to reaffirm their 

commitments to past policies and adjust them as necessary, or perhaps rescind them altogether and consider a new 

approach. When moving forward, delegates should consider whether or not these issues are primarily a domestic 

concern, regional concern, or international concern, as well as how best to deal with them.  While it may be easy to 

frame the recent political turmoil and elections as primarily a domestic issue, the conflict in the Kachin region is 

something wholly different. Given that refugees from the conflict are beginning to spill over into neighboring 

member-states, situated around Southeast Asia, Kachin has become a regional issue as well. .The involvement of 

multiple NGOs in the Kachin area, each with various affiliations to the other Member States in the UN, also 

demonstrates that the international community is already involved in the conflict to some degree. 

 

Delegates should consider whether it would be best to reaffirm past policy measures, or consider adopting new 

methods for dealing with the situation in Myanmar bearing in mind the above. The delegates of the Security Council 

may decide whether to focus on the situation in the Kachin region, to focus their energies on ensuring that the 

democratic processes continue in the national government, or look at other regions such as Rachine, or on human 

rights protections; they may also combine any of these priorities in their work. When moving forward, delegates 

should do everything they can to develop a strong consensus focused on multilateral action for achieving these 

goals. 

 

II. The Situation in Sudan and South Sudan 
 

“Consolidating the peace in North and South Sudan will require statesmanship, wisdom, patience and the consistent 

engagement and support of the international community”
144

 

 –Ban Ki-moon, Secretary-General of the United Nations 

 

Introduction 

On 14 July 2011, five days after its secession from the Republic of Sudan, the newly formed Republic of South 

Sudan became the 193
rd

 member of the United Nations.
145

 Nevertheless, the secession of South Sudan neither 
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diminished the tensions nor brought an end to the conflicts which were prevalent in the formerly unified Sudanese 

state. Indeed, the independence of South Sudan has added new dimensions of complexity to the situation in the 

republics of Sudan and South Sudan.
146

    

 

North-South tensions in the region pre-date the 2011 South Sudanese secession. Therefore, prior to delving into the 

intricacies of the present situation, historically contextualizing the current conflict may prove a fruitful endeavour.  

 

First Sudanese Civil War 

Sudan was governed by the Anglo-Egyptian Condominium—through with the United Kingdom and Egypt exercised 

joint authority over the region—until 1956, whereupon it was agreed that the Sudanese state would be granted 

independence.
147

 Prior to granting Sudanese independence, the United Kingdom convened the Conference of Juba in 

1947.
148

 The conference focused on regional autonomy, and although the delegations came to a consensus whereby 

Sudan would be granted independence as a unified state, this agreement did little to assuage the deep concern 

amongst southern Sudanese leaders, representing their mostly black African constituencies, that they would be 

excluded from the national decision-making process by their northern, primarily Arab Muslim, compatriots.
149

  

Indeed, in 1955, when it appeared that the central Sudanese government in Khartoum intended to limit the regional 

autonomy of the South, divisions of the Sudanese Defence Force revolted.
150

 The central Sudanese government 

suppressed the mutiny, but discontent simmered in the South and the insurgency developed into a separatist 

movement.
151

  

 

Though the southern Sudanese insurgency, which came to be known as the Anyanya, was poorly organized and 

equipped, Khartoum was largely unable to capitalize on the rebels’ weakness due to political rivalries and a series of 

military coups which ensured the instability of the central government.
152

 By 1971 the southern insurgency had 

gathered strength and, under the leadership of Joseph Lagu, formed the Southern Sudan Liberation Movement 

(SSLM).
153

 The ensuing civil war between the SSLM and the Government of Sudan came to a close in 1972 through 

the Addis Ababa Agreement, which established the South Sudan Autonomous Region within the Sudanese state.
154

   

 

Second Sudanese Civil War 

The 1972 Addis Ababa Agreement established an uneasy peace but did little to diminish the hostility felt between 

the northern and southern regions of Sudan.
155

 Tensions reached a climax when President Jaafar Nimeiry, in 1983, 

declared a policy of “Islamicization,” including proclaiming Sudan to be an Islamic state, alienating the 

predominantly Christian and Animist south, and precipitating the Second Sudanese Civil War.
156

  

 

President Nimeiry’s derogation from the Addis Ababa Agreement led to the formation of the Sudan Peoples’ 

Liberation Movement (SPLM), and Sudan descended once again into a state of civil strife.
157

 Tumultuous conflict 

ensued for over two decades, with intermittent lulls giving way to renewed combat. Furthermore, the instability of 

the central Sudanese Government—with the 1985 coup d’état led by General Al-Buhhab, the 1986 ascent of 

President al-Mahdi, and the 1989 military junta established by Colonel Omar al-Bashir—in tandem with the 

fractures which emerged within the SPLM, ensured that peace negotiations would be a difficult and complex 

process.
158
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The Comprehensive Peace Agreement and the 2011 Referendum. 

The Second Sudanese Civil War came to a close with the Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA), signed by the 

SPLM and the Sudanese Government in 2005. The CPA included and built upon a series of previous agreements: 

namely the Machakos Protocol (2002), the Protocol on Power Sharing (2004), the Agreement on Wealth Sharing 

(2004), the Protocol on the Resolution of the Conflict in the Abyei Area (2004), the Protocol on the Resolution of the 

Conflict in Southern Kordofan and Blue Nile States (2004), the Agreement on Security Arrangements (2003), the 

Permanent Ceasefire and Security Arrangements Implementation Modalities and Appendices (2004), and the 

Implementation Modalities and Global Implementation Matrix and Appendices (2004).
159

  

 

Particularly significant is the Protocol on Power Sharing, often referred to as the Naivasha Agreement, so named 

after the Kenyan city where it was signed, which codified the right of the people of South Sudan to pursue self-

determination through a referendum on independence.
160

 A referendum was conducted from 9 to 15 January 2011, 

the results of which were finalized twenty-three days later on 7 February 2011.
161

 With an overwhelming portion of 

the southern Sudanese population voting for independence, the threshold for secession, a simple majority based 

upon the participation of two-thirds of eligible voters, was easily met.
162

 As a result, 9 July 2011 would mark the 

official independence of the Republic of South Sudan.  

 

Examining the Root Causes of the Conflicts 

The origins of the Sudanese conflict are usually explained through categorizing the situation as an ethnic conflict or 

viewing the civil strife through the lens of post-colonialist theories.
163

 Yet these two approaches may not in fact be 

mutually exclusive. With elements of each theory providing insights into the situation in Sudan and South Sudan, a 

synthesis of the two approaches may yield new and significant insights. 

 

Viewing the conflict exclusively as a confrontation between two cultures—an Arab north and an African south—

limits the depth of our understanding vis-à-vis the situation at hand.
164

 The term “Arab” in the context of Sudan does 

not necessarily denote the Arab peoples of the Middle East and North Africa, as there are elements of Afro-Arab 

syncretism to varying degrees throughout northern Sudan.
165

 Moreover, adherence to Islam is not necessarily an 

indicator of Arab identity, as significant segments of the population identify with the Islamic religion but not with an 

Arab identity, or vice versa.
166

 Notwithstanding the nuances of the situation in Sudan and South Sudan which defy 

the conception of the conflict as a cultural confrontation, the cultural element of the conflict cannot be wholly 

discounted, particularly in the context of various attempts by successive Sudanese government since the 1950s to 

impose pro-Arab and pro-Islamic policies on a diverse population.
167

 

 

Without detracting from the cultural and religious differences which contribute to the regional unrest, consideration 

needs also to be allotted to the examination of the situation through the lens of post-colonialism. Elements of the 

conflict also have their roots in the Anglo-Egyptian Condominium, which created the northern and southern regions 

through artificial and somewhat arbitrary boundaries.
168

 Moreover, once Khartoum became the capital of Sudan in 

1833, a core-periphery pattern was enforced by the colonial authorities, in which Khartoum became politically and 

economically dominant, setting the groundwork for greater social and regional inequality.
169
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Land & Resources 

Land and resources also factor significantly in the conflict, and the Security Council must not exclude these 

elements from their discussions. The National and Southern Sudan Land Commissions were established by the CPA, 

but lack legal and financial capacity as well as political support to address the underlying issues regarding title to 

territory.
170

 In the absence of functioning land commissions, force of arms is the most effective means of securing 

land in North and South Sudan. 

 

Intertwined with disputes regarding land are those pertaining to natural resources. The borderland between Sudan 

and South Sudan is rich in oil, copper, uranium, and gold.
171

 With petroleum extraction the lifeblood of the regional 

economy, oil is critical to both the North and the South and serves as the chief driver of national contestation over 

border demarcation.
172

 The Abyei and Heglig oil fields are perhaps the most significant in the region, owing to the 

scale of their reserves and existing infrastructure.
173

 In March 2012, the latest round of fierce clashes over the oil-

rich border erupted between Sudan and South Sudan, with both the North and the South attributing the source of the 

hostilities to the other.
174

 The escalating military situation involved the aerial bombardment of South Sudanese 

border towns by the Sudanese Air Force, prompting condemnation from the United Nations High Commissioner for 

Human Rights.
175

 The revenue sharing mechanism stipulated in Chapter III of the CPA, which established a 

framework for the equal distribution of oil revenue between the North and South, seems to be largely rejected by 

both parties.
176

 Repeated infractions of ceasefire agreements and the frequent resort to violent conflict is perhaps 

testament to the pervasive perception that control over oil fields is zero-sum.
177

 

 

Whereas possession of the oilfields would allow for oil extraction, the logistics associated with transporting the 

petroleum to the global market adds a new layer of complexity to the situation in Sudan and South Sudan. The 

existing pipeline infrastructure runs from the oilfield in the south to the refineries in Khartoum, the northern capital, 

and eventually to Port Sudan on the Red Sea.
178

 South Sudan has begun to explore options to develop the capacity to 

refine and export oil without Sudan, including signing a January 2012 agreement with Kenya for the construction of 

a pipeline from South Sudan to the Kenyan port of Lamu, and the proposed construction of an oil pipeline from 

South Sudanese oilfields through Gambela, a province in Ethiopia, to the coast in Djibouti.
179

  

 

Notwithstanding efforts made by Juba to reduce South Sudan’s reliance on northern pipelines and ports, the current 

infrastructure ensures that interdependence in the area of oil production and exportation will remain a prominent 

feature of relations between the North and South, thus placing increased emphasis on renewed dialogue and co-

operation. 

 

Population Mobility and Border Demarcation  

Establishing an acceptable boundary between Sudan and South Sudan is an exceedingly difficult and technical 

process which, in order to be mutually acceptable, must take into account such diverse factors as resource 

distribution, cultural identification and religious affiliation. Striking that delicate balance is made all the more 

complex given the highly mobile populations which reside in the disputed regions. 

 

With the establishment of a framework for South Sudanese independence in the CPA there has been rising tension 

between the more sedentary South Sudanese population and the nomadic peoples for whom southern grazing lands 

are essential. While the South Sudanese Danika ethnic group negotiated ad hoc grazing rights with the migratory 

Rezeigat and Misseriya peoples, such agreements are unstable and occasionally yield to fierce clashes.
180
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Beyond the conflict over watering holes, pastures and the attendant cattle rustling which characterize the sporadic 

conflicts between the sedentary and nomadic population, the South Sudanese government has articulated concerns 

that Khartoum is waging proxy wars through instigating the nomadic tribes to raid the southern villages as a means 

of destabilizing the region.
181

   

 

International Action 

The multifaceted nature of the instability of Sudan and South Sudan has prompted international action. The tension 

in the Abyei region, particularly the escalating violence and population displacement, compelled the United Nations 

Security Council to adopt resolution 1990, establishing the United Nations Interim Security Force for Abyei 

(UNISFA) and authorizing the deployment of peacekeeping forces to the region.
182

 Subsequently, in resolution 

2024, the Security Council expanded the mandate of UNIFA to include the ancillary role of facilitating mutual trust, 

and thereafter, in resolution 2032, called upon Sudan and South Sudan to redeploy all military and police personnel 

from the Abyei region.
183

   

 

Recognizing that the situation in Sudan and South Sudan extends beyond the Abyei region, the United Nations 

Security Council adopted resolution 1996, establishing the United Nations Mission in the Republic of South Sudan 

(UNMISS), with a mandate to support the consolidation of peace in the region.
184

  Following the aerial 

bombardment carried out by the North, the Security Council passed resolutions 2046 and 2047, calling for the 

immediate cessation of hostilities and respect of human rights.
185

  

 

In addition to the United Nations Security Council, the Peace and Security Council of the African Union, under the 

auspices of the African Union High-Level Implementation Panel (AUHIP), has been actively seized of the situation 

in Sudan and South Sudan, with a sustained commitment to facilitate negotiation vis-à-vis the implementation of the 

CPA and resolution of post‐secession issues.
186

 Moreover, the African Union has been a vocal regional advocate for 

the cession of hostilities and the resumption of AUHIP-led negotiations.
187

 

 

The International Energy Agency (IEA), established by the Organization for Economic Co-operation and 

Development (OECD), also remains actively interested in the situation in Sudan and South Sudan. The IEA, after 

downgrading projections of petroleum output from Sudan and South Sudan, articulated growing international 

concern that the regional conflict will not be promptly resolved.
188

  Moreover, the IEA indicated that the reduction in 

oil production will likely trigger acute market contraction in Asia.
189

 To highlight the severity of the shortage, in 

2011 China imported more than 260,000,000 barrels of oil per day from Sudan and South Sudan, which is more than 

the expected reduction of Sudanese and South Sudanese output for the entire first quarter of 2012.
190

  

 

Recent Developments 
Following fierce clashes, Sudan and South Sudan have returned to negotiations in a continued effort to define the 

territory of a Safe Demilitarized Border Zone and to establish a Joint Border Verification and Monitoring 

Mechanism.
191

 The Special Envoy of the Secretary-General for Sudan and South Sudan has informed the Security 

Council that South Sudan has accepted the map put forward by the AUHIP for demarking the territory which 

constitutes the demilitarized border zone; Sudan is reluctant to accept the map.
192

 Both parties have since begun 

negotiations without the presence of AUHIP mediators.
193
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Edmond Mulet, Assistant Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations, has brought Security Council attention to 

the fact that that Sudan maintains a military presence, referred to as the “oil police,” in Abyei, in violation of 

resolution 2046.
194

 South Sudan has shutdown oil production, as of22 January, after accusing Khartoum of 

confiscating $815 million worth of oil flowing through pipelines running from South Sudan to the Red Sea.
195

  

 

While relations between Sudan and South Sudan remain fragile, the UNIFA Force Commander indicated to the 

Security Council that regular UNIFA patrols have been effective in enhancing the mission’s visibility; with a 

significant reduction in cross-border incursions reported; this assertion of reduced incursions has been corroborated 

by the Assistant Secretary-General for Peacekeeping.
196

  

 

Next Steps 

The multidimensional nature of the situation in Sudan and South Sudan ensures that a process which addresses the 

region’s complexity will have to be delicately crafted. The sustained cessation of hostilities, the building of trust 

between the involved parties and the ultimate demarcation of a mutually acceptable boundary remain, for the present 

time, elusive. The aim of determining a creative, cohesive and comprehensive is the charge with which the Security 

Council is tasked. Speaking at an African Union Summit in Addis Ababa, United Nations Secretary-General Ban 

Ki-Moon highlighted the continued challenges regarding the situation in Sudan and South Sudan: “consolidating the 

peace in North and South Sudan will require statesmanship, wisdom, patience and the consistent engagement and 

support of the international community.”
197

 

 

III. Women and Peace and Security 
 

Introduction 

In 2000, the United Nations Security Council adopted resolution 1325 (2000) on Women, Peace and Security, 

setting a new precedent, which recognized the centrality of women’s role in the maintenance and promotion of 

international peace and security.
198

 This was the first resolution acknowledging women’s contribution to 

international peace and security, and requiring women’s participation in all aspects of peacemaking, peacekeeping, 

and peacebuilding This event was not an isolated moment in time, but was the product of years of preparation, aided 

by the parallel evolution of the “protection of civilians in armed conflict” agenda, as well as similar conversations 

surrounding the issue of “children and armed conflict.”
199

  

 

Security Council resolution (SCR) 1325 (2000) emphasizes not only the importance of integrating a gender 

perspective in peace and security broadly, but also the importance of women’s participation in peacebuilding, 

peacekeeping, and post-conflict reconstruction (also referred to as relief and recovery) efforts.
200

 Specific themes of 

women, peace and security, particularly in terms of sexual violence, protection and rights of women, were 

strengthened in four subsequent Security Council resolutions; SCRs 1820 (2008), 1888 (2009), 1889 (2009), and 

1960 (2010); all of these resolutions work together to provide a concrete foundation with which the Security Council 

can address the challenges which remain in achieving gender quality in conflict and post-conflict countries.
201

 

 

During briefings to the Security Council, UN Women Executive Director of Michelle Bachelet regularly emphasizes 

the importance of remaining committed to women, peace, and security.
202

 In doing so, Bachelet highlights the 

urgency with which the SC must address not only the broad women, peace and security agenda, but issues such as 

disarmament, demobilization and reintegration of female combatants, women’s participation in peace processes and 

“women’s political participation, rule of law, and transitional justice in post-conflict situations.”
203
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International Framework 

In addition to the five key Security Council resolutions on this topic, there are multiple international conventions 

and agreements which reinforce the issues under consideration. Specifically, these include the Convention on the 

Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (1979), the Beijing Declaration and Platform for 

Action (1995), and the Windhoek Declaration (2000). 

 

Convention on Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women 

The Convention on Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW)   is considered the 

“international bill of rights for women.”
204

 CEDAW defines discrimination against women as “…any distinction, 

exclusion or restriction made on the basis of sex which has the effect or purpose of impairing or nullifying the 

recognition, enjoyment, or exercise by women, irrespective of their marital status, on a basis of equality of men and 

women, of human rights and fundamental freedoms in the political, economic, social, cultural, civil or any other 

field.”
205

 The Convention requires States party to the convention to include protections for the rights of women into 

their legal system.
206

 Of the 193 UN Member States, 185 are party to CEDAW, amounting to over 95% of all 

members.
207

  Although CEDAW does not explicitly address women and conflict, the document provides the 

framework for international law defining women’s rights in all areas of life.
208 In addition, CEDAW provides the 

normative goals that are later built upon by other documents, such as resolution 1325, explaining possible entry 

points and special temporary steps with the purpose of increasing women’s political participation.
209

 As such, the 

documents are mutually reinforcing. 

 

Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action 

Adopted at the Fourth World Conference on Women in 1995, the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action 

(BPfA) emphasized the importance of both protecting women’s most basic human rights and empowering women to 

realize their full potential in society by participation in decision-making.
210

 The conference expressed its 

determination to give women equal access to all economic resources, such as land, technology, education, 

information and communication.
211

  More specifically, in regards to women in armed conflict, the BPfA recognizes 

the negative effects of armed conflict on civilian populations, especially its disproportionate impact on women and 

children.
212

 The conference recommended that member states reduce expenditure on armed conflict overall, include 

women in peacemaking decisions, promote non-violent conflict resolution and women’s contribution to a fostering a 

culture of peace, and protect and provide assistance to refugee women and those in non-self-governing territories.
213

 

  

Windhoek Declaration 

The Windhoek Declaration, adopted in May 2000, recognizing the important role women play in peacekeeping 

operations, despite their under-representation in official positions of power.
214

 It also forms a plan of action for 

greater inclusion of women in decision-making processes; this plan requires the inclusion of women in negotiating 

peace treaties, an assessment to oversee gender mainstreaming on every mission, increasing the number of female 

officers, and increasing the number of women in managerial and decision-making positions.
215

 The Declaration calls 

for additional female troops in peacekeeping operations, with special training regarding gender issues such as sexual 

assault, but also their rights under CEDAW and the culture and norms of the host country.
216

 Finally, it encourages 
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increased public awareness of the importance of gender mainstreaming, or integrating a gender perspective in all 

areas of the peace and security work of the United Nations.
217

  

 

Security Council Resolutions on Women, Peace and Security 

As mentioned previously, SCR 1325 (2000) on Women, Peace and Security was the first resolution adopted by the 

Security Council focusing specifically on the particular impact of conflict on women and the role women play 

during and after conflict. In the almost 12 years since the adoption of SCR 1325 (2000), subsequent resolutions on 

women, peace and security have focused on particular thematic issues under the umbrella agenda item of Women, 

Peace and Security; particularly addressing sexual violence in conflict and peacebuilding. 

 

Security Council resolution 1820 (2008) 

Security Council resolution 1820 (2008) specifically addresses the protection of women from sexual violence in 

both conflict and post-conflict situations.
218

  The resolution itself reaffirms and recalls both SCR 1325 and the BPfA 

and then moves on to specifically discuss sexual violence.
219

  The resolution specifically discusses the use of rape as 

a weapon of war, and urges states to protect women from sexual and gender-based violence (SGBV).
220

   The 

resolution provides specific measures which can be taken to improve protection and assistance to women in armed 

conflict.
221

 Diverse peacebuilding processes are suggested as the way in which women can be protected from such 

acts, including such measures as the inclusion of women in conflict resolution and prevention processes as well as 

an increase in the number of women in peacekeeping operations and security forces.
222

 

 

Security Council resolution 1888 (2009)  

Resolution 1888 (2009) concentrates on the significance of women’s leadership on gender based issues and sexual 

violence in order to effectively address women’s needs in conflict zones. 
223

 The key elements of this resolution 

include a request to the Secretary-General for the appointment of a Special Representative on Sexual Violence in 

Conflict in order to provide adequate leadership for coordinated efforts by the United Nations and host countries, 

specifically in regards to the inter-agency initiative United Nations Action Against Sexual Violence in Conflict.
224

  

The resolution also urges Member States to pay special attention to developing effective legal institutions to address 

impunity, and requests an annual report from the Secretary-General on the status, trends and concerns regarding 

parties of armed conflicts; suspected of committing acts of sexual violence, measures taken to prevent further 

offences.
225

 It also calls for an annual report on the implementation of resolution 1820 (2009).
226

 

 

Security Council resolution 1889 (2009) 

Immediately following the adoption of resolution 1888, the Security Council adopted resolution 1889 (2009). The 

document focuses on increasing the involvement of women during the post-conflict and reconstruction periods and 

emphasizes the importance of an increase in the number of women among peacebuilding and peacekeeping 

personnel.
227

 The key elements of this resolution includes the urging of actors involved in the planning for 

disarmament, demobilization and integration programs to specially consider the needs of women associated with 

armed groups.
228

 Resolution 1889 also expands the areas of application of principles in resolutions focusing on 

women, peace and security, highlighting the work of the Peacebuilding Commission specifically as a place to 
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implement these principles.
229

 Additionally, it aims to change the approach to women in conflict and post-conflict 

situations by underlining that women are more than victims of armed conflict, but are significant actors in the 

conflict resolution process.
230

 

 

Security Council resolution 1960 (2010)  

The most recent of the Council’s resolutions, resolution 1960 (2010), incorporates provisions on women in 

peacekeeping operations, such as countries sending more female troops, having more female advisers, and 

protecting them from violence within the troops as well as prevention of sexual and gender based violence.
231

 The 

resolution does this by recommending the Secretary-General establish Monitoring, Analysis and Reporting 

Arrangements for sexual and gender based violence.
232

 

 

International Action 

In addition to the Security Council, there are other UN entities that address the topic of women and peace and 

security. Many of them, such as UN Women, the Department of Political Affairs and the Department of 

Peacekeeping Operations, are within the UN system. Civil society also has provided a means of focusing the agenda 

and passing it on to lawmakers, locally and internationally. 

 

UN Women 

The agency with the responsibility of implementing these Security Council resolutions is UN Women, an agency 

established by the General Assembly in 2010 which merged the mandates of formerly separate women and gender-

related UN entities.
233

  These formerly separate agencies were: the Division on the Advancement of Women 

(DAW), International Research and Training Institute for the Advancement of Women (INSTRAW), Office of the 

Special Adviser on Gender Issues and Advancement of Women (OSAGI), and the United Nations Development 

Fund for Women (UNIFEM).
234

 The result of this reform has been a concerted effort to support inter-governmental 

organizations with the same principles, provide support to Member States in implementing standards promoting 

gender equality, and hold the UN system accountable for its promises in regards to gender equality.
235

 It does this by 

carrying out evaluations on performance in regards to gender equality and women’s rights, and then formulating 

guidelines and action plans to improve the situation.
236

 The governance structure of UN Women is overseen by an 

Executive Board based on policy initiatives driven by the General Assembly, Economic and Social Council and the 

Commission of the Status of Women.
237

  

 

Department of Political Affairs 

The Department on Political Affairs (DPA) was created in 1992 for peacemaking and preventative diplomacy in 

order to prevent and resolve conflict internationally.
238

 The DPA works with the office of the Secretary-General and 

supports the Security Council.
239

 The DPA is committed to increasing the amount of women performing 

peacebuilding tasks and has been training staff on women, peace and security as well as reporting on indicators of 

progress in gender equality.
240

 

 

Department of Peacekeeping Operations 

The Department of Peacekeeping Operations (DPKO) is responsible for 16 peacekeeping missions and one special 

political mission with the purpose of maintaining international peace and security.
241

 Inclusion of women in 
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peacekeeping operations has been addressed in SCR 1960 (2010) and is recognized by the DPKO, which is also 

committed to including women in peacekeeping negotiations.
242

  

 

Civil Society 

There are many civil society organizations which focus on women, peace and security. The Women’s International 

League for Peace and Freedom (WILPF) is one notable example of an organization which has focused on women’s 

role in peace movements and advocated for a reduction in military spending for almost 100 years.
243

 The NGO 

Working Group on Women and Peace and Security (NGOWG), a network of NGOs established in 2000 to push for 

the adoption of SCR 1325 (2000), serves as an example of the way in which civil society can engage on policy 

processes.
244

 The NGOWG is a group of 16 non-governmental organizations that confer directly with the UN in 

order to raise awareness and inform the Security Council on the important areas of the topic of Women and Peace 

and Security.
245

 They speak annually at the Security Council open debates on women, peace and security and also 

provide ongoing policy guidance to the Security Council on the ways in which the SC can integrate the rights and 

concerns of women into their daily work.
246

  

 

At a local and national level, civil society organizations play an essential role in monitoring the implementation of or 

pushing for the strengthening of existing policy on women, peace and security. Many have inspired the creation of 

national departments for women, peace and security and have been helpful to the Special Representatives in the 

office of the Secretary-General through the Civil Society Advisory Group on Women, Peace and Security 

(CSAG).
247

  

 

Peacekeeping and Political Operations 

Women, peace and security is addressed through peacekeeping and political operations in two ways: promoting 

gender equality during the operation in order to help women get into peacebuilding decision-making roles, and 

increasing female participation in said operations while fostering gender sensitivity in peacekeeping troops.
248

 

Maintaining a gender perspective in peacekeeping operations is a part of all five SCRs regarding women and peace 

and security, but only 62% of area-specific SCRs incorporate a gender perspective.
249

 

 

Participation of Women in Peacekeeping and Political Operations 

In February 2011, a study carried out by the Department of Peacekeeping Operations (DPKO) and the Department 

of Field Support (DFS) concluded that women are still not participating enough in the military component of 

peacekeeping operations, despite improvements.
250

 Women are also “far from reaching the policy goal of 50/50 

female/male representation among civilian personnel.”
251

 Nonetheless, participation of women in civilian staff roles 

in peacekeeping missions has grown exponentially. Between 1957 and 1989, women accounted for about 20% of the 

civilian staff, whereas now they account for about thirty percent.
252

  

 

Peacekeeping operations are also not effectively garnering more female political involvement in many conflict areas 

because of persistent discrimination, but have had success in some of those areas, such as the Democratic Republic 

of Congo and Sierra Leone, by way of inclusion mandated by law.
253

  Post-conflict is an opportune time to construct 
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norms that are far more gender sensitive. Allowing women to become more involved politically, socially, and 

economically in a region, and the responsibility of fostering this environment falls on peacekeepers.
254

 

 

Gender Mainstreaming 

Gender mainstreaming refers to taking into account the consequences of any action in peacekeeping and political 

operations on both the men and women in the area equally.
255

 In 1997, the Economic and Social Council addressed 

mainstreaming the gender perspective into all policies and programs in the United Nations System.
256

 The 

recommendations they made include a requirement for UN bodies to make a formalized decision in reference to 

gender mainstreaming and encouraged the utilization of the jurisdiction of the Commission on the Status of Women 

(CSW).
257

 The Security Council has noted the importance of a gender perspective and can require that they employ 

more female personnel and can also require more gender sensitive training.
258

 Reports on gender mainstreaming in 

peacekeeping operations can be requested per SCR 1325 (2000).
259

 

 

Peace Processes 

There are both formal and informal peace processes. Formal processes refer to the treaties that are written between 

parties and the official negotiations on conflict resolution.
260

 Informal processes refer to the more “grassroots” 

movements such as protests, marches, and forming activist groups.
261

 Both processes are crucial to bringing peace in 

a conflicted area, but women face challenges when participating in either.
262

 Because of the nature of informal peace 

processes, women that participate are seen as countermanding traditional gender roles which place women out of 

positions of authority or power when they seek to have a voice in these processes.
263

 Informal peace processes also 

required access to resources, which can be scarce for those in areas of conflict.
264

 Those that have managed to make 

significant steps forward have used the stereotypes of women as the more peaceful gender in their favor.
265

 During 

formal peace processes, barriers of education and prejudices against women prevent women from being 

negotiators.
266

  

 

Participation of Women as Mediators and Negotiators 

Even though each year more peace agreements are signed which codify women’s rights and gender equality, this has 

not directly correlated with an increase in women’s participation in the peace building process.
267

 The United 

Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM), now part of UN Women, reported in 2009 that out of a sample 

of 21 peace agreements since 1992, only 2.4% of the signatories were women.
268

 In 10 of the peace processes which 

resulted in an agreement, with the available information, women’s inclusion in negotiating delegations was 

approximately 5.9%.
269

 The international framework emphasizing the importance of women’s participation in peace 

processes is clear: the Windhoek Declaration states the need for an increase in women’s involvement in peace 

negotiations and CEDAW suggests the use of quotas to increase the number of women in the peace process, in 

addition to the frameworks proposed by SCRs 1325 (2000) and 1889 (2009).
270
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Inclusion of the Rights and Concerns of Women in Peace Agreements 

In order for peace agreements to be truly reflective of the concerns of the entire population, the content must include 

reference to the physical security of women and civilians as well as other human rights guarantees.
271

 Most peace 

agreements are, however, gender-blind, which means that they only contain at most a general clause on “equality” 

without more specific reference to human rights or women’s rights in particular.
272

 Since the adoption of resolution 

1325 (2000), the number of references to gender or women has increased from 11% to 27%, but much of this is due 

to the nature of the conflict being resolved, many of which have very high rates of violence against women.
273

 Peace 

negotiations taking place outside of the UN system are actually more likely to include the rights of women in the 

text of agreements.
274

 Certainly, a stronger inclusion of women in the peace processes that lead to the agreements 

would improve the quality of the gender perspective of these agreements.
275

 UNIFEM, now UN Women, suggested 

the UN create a protocol for including gender-sensitive language, include gender experts in agreements, and gender 

awareness training for mediators.
276

 

 

Disarmament, Demobilization and Reintegration 

Disarmament, demobilization, and reintegration (DDR) are crucial parts to the stabilization of post-conflict areas.
277

 

The three steps are to take away the arms from combatants, discharge combatants from military structures, and then 

reintegrate them into a lifestyle without violence.
278

 One of the most important things to understand is that 

combatants come in many forms and include women, men, and children alike.
279

  There is a misconception that 

women are not involved in the fighting, and that is why they are not usually included in the process that will end the 

fighting.
280

 Women often play an important part in conflict through either fighting or supporting those that are 

fighting.
281

 However, women typically play a large part in disarmament efforts.
282

 Not only are women overlooked 

in their role in conflict, during the demobilization process many are left vulnerable to attack from their former 

captors and are often not returned to their families.
283

 Reintegration, both social and economic, is vital to creating a 

sustainable peace after conflict which usually includes family reunification and skills training to rebuild the 

economy.
284

 Women are all too often ignored in economic reintegration, which means that they do not receive the 

same training and job opportunities. Socially, female former combatants may have difficulty reintegrating because 

of their involvement in activities, such as combat itself, that are not considered feminine.
285

 

 

Post-conflict Reconstruction and Peacebuilding 

SCR 1325 (2000) specifically called on all actors to adopt a gender perspective in reconstruction and 

rehabilitation.
286

 SCR 1889 (2009) followed up on this by allowing UN entities to collect data on women in post-

conflict situations and urges them to ensure that women’s empowerment is taken into account.
287

 Reconstruction and 

rehabilitation refer to a post-conflict stabilization process much longer-term than DDR.
288

 It requires rebuilding the 

entire country and recovering from the trauma of the conflict.
289

  

 

Political, Civil, and Judicial 

When a war-torn country starts to rebuild, many decisions are taken into consideration, including representation and 

judiciary. This provides ample opportunity for more fair representation for women in the government, including 
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transparent elections and universal suffrage.
290

 The goal is for women to be able to participate in the politics of their 

country, either directly by becoming a representative or indirectly through civic action.
291

 With increased female 

participation in a country’s politics, there would likely be more gender-sensitive policy.
292

 

 

Also to be considered is gender-sensitive legislation, where the constitution and laws of the country include 

stipulations for gender equality and women’s rights.
293

 Without stipulations for gender equality, sexual and gender 

based violence could continue and women’s political participation becomes discouraged. This also includes 

repealing any existing and inherently discriminatory legislation.
294

 The judiciary is an integral part of this process as 

well, being the body that usually interprets legislation.
295

 Fair and reasonable law is a way of ensuring sustainable 

peace, which makes gender-sensitive law so important.
296

 

 

Economic 

Rebuilding an economy after conflict is especially difficult and requires economic rehabilitation, which usually 

includes job training and rebuilding banking systems. Women are often left out of this process in post-conflict 

developing countries because of typical gender roles.
297

 Another problem women have during economic 

reconstruction is that there are many ways for women to make money informally during the reconstruction, which 

may disappear when reconstruction is over.
298

 When this serves as the only income for a household, the effects have 

a serious impact.
299

 Usually women have negative post-conflict employment trends in the formal economy, which 

worsens the situation for any family that lost men in conflict.
300

  

 

Case study: Cyprus 

The Republic of Cyprus, divided between Greek Cypriots and Turkish Cypriots, has a history of ineffectively 

protecting human rights amongst its citizens.
301

  The women of Cyprus have increasingly insisted on being a part of 

post-conflict reconstruction and peace building efforts through the formation of different groups and organizations 

that highlight women’s perspectives on conflict and political strife.
302

  Cyprus has a unique conflict to overcome that 

involves the unification of two ethnic groups whose conflict between each other is so deeply rooted that even after a 

political solution is reached, it is anticipated that a culture of multiculturalism and cooperation will take more than 

one generation to create.
303

  A problem that still exists and exacerbates the conflict in the country is the lack of 

integrated schools, and the fact that national histories and narratives emphasize crimes committed by the other 

group, reinforcing the conflict mentality.
304

  Building a peace mentality demands the deconstruction of the conflict 

mentality, and for this to happen the mobilization and participation of all segments of the population is needed.
305

  

Women are able to uniquely help foster a peace mentality due to their role as mothers and many Cypriot women 

have expressed their concern over raising their children in conditions of insecurity as well as expressing feelings of 

failure at not taking advantage of their role as mothers to contribute to peace building.
306

  

 

Cypriot women have revealed that the most important changes to be made in Cypriot society are for women to be 

respected as individuals and share responsibilities and trust their judgment.
307

  This desire for cultural change is a 

basic necessity for fostering a culture that allows women to become more involved with decision making and 
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serving their community at higher levels of governments. In regards to post conflict and reconciliation in Cyprus, 

women have been reminded to acknowledge that men suffer from social pressures themselves and that regarding 

men as the problem rather than seeing them as part of the solution, only increases the distance between men and 

women.
308

 If Cyprus is to become a “truly democratic, inclusive society and create multicultural spaces where 

gender equality and diversity can flourish and where women and men can work in partnership and as individuals, 

then the present power structures that still govern relationships must be challenged.”
309

 

 

Conclusion 

Women are commonly viewed as the victims in conflict situations, and while sexual violence is serious issue and a 

violation of fundamental human rights, another important and related challenge is the inclusion of women in 

building peace and post-conflict reconstruction. The Security Council has acted on this, adopting 5 resolutions in 

regards to women and peace and security, each of which address a different portion of this broad topic, from 

preventing sexual and gender-based violence to women’s inclusion in peacekeeping. Other institutions have also 

made contributions, including United Nations entities such as UN Women as well as civil society organizations 

which work independently as well as consult with the United Nations to determine the latter’s future priorities.  

 

A gender perspective is required at all steps of addressing the conflict, from policy development to implementation 

in the field. In addition, it is essential that the roles of women as active participants in the conflict as well as victims 

who are negatively impacted by the conflict are fully addressed. The DPKO is making an effort to improve these 

conditions, as is the DPA. Women face unique and different challenges in every aspect of conflict and post-conflict 

because of continued discrimination and neglect in legislation. In Cyprus as well as many other conflict situations, 

there are numerous challenges needing to be met in order to be sure that women are considered equal partners in 

lasting peace, most notably putting an emphasis on transparency and accountability of new governments.  

  

                                                        
308 Hadjipavlou. Cyprus: Peace is Too Precious to be left to Men Alone, 2005, p. 128. 
309 Hadjipavlou. Cyprus: Peace is Too Precious to be left to Men Alone, 2005, p. 130. 



Bibliography 
 

Committee History 

 

Blum, Y. (1992). “Russia Takes Over the Soviet Union’s Seat at the United Nations.” European Journal of 

International Law. Retrieved on 19 July 2012, from: http://www.ejil.org/pdfs/3/2/2045.pdf.  

 

Bosco, D. (2012). “In defense of the veto power.” Foreign Policy. Retrieved on 17 July 2012, from: 

http://bosco.foreignpolicy.com/posts/2012/01/31/in_defense_of_the_veto_power.  

 

Bosco, D. (2011). “Abstention Games on the Security Council.” Foreign Policy. Retrieved on 17 July 2012, from: 

http://bosco.foreignpolicy.com/posts/2011/03/17/abstention_games_on_the_security_council.  

 

Center for UN Reform Education. (2008). “Managing Change at the United Nations.” Retrieved on 3 July 2012, 

from: http://www.centerforunreform.org/system/files/Managing+Change+-

+1.+Reform+of+the+Security+Council.pdf. 

 

Cox, B. (2009). “United Nations Security Council Reform: Collected Proposals and Possible Consequences.” South 

Carolina Journal of International Law & Business, p. 89. 

 

Fasulo, L. (2004). An Insider’s Guide to the UN. New Haven, Connecticut: Yale University Press. 

 

Folk, D. (2011). “The Emergence of a Superpower: China’s UN Policies from: 1971 to Present.” Duke East Asia 

Nexus. Retrieved on 19 July 2012, from: http://www.dukenexus.org/754/the-emergence-of-a-superpower-

china%E2%80%99s-un-policies-from-1971-to-present/.  

 

Hanhimäki, J. (2008). The United Nations: A Very Short Introduction. Oxford University Press. 

 

Hashim, A. (2012). “Veto power at the UN Security Council.” Al Jazeera. Retrieved on 21 June 2012, from: 

http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/2012/02/201225152330761377.html. 

 

Meisler, S. (1995).United Nations: The First Fifty Years. New York: Atlantic Monthly Press. 

 

Oberg, M. (2005). “The Legal Effects of Resolutions of the UN Security Council and General Assembly in the 

Jurisprudence of the ICJ.” European Journal of International Law. Retrieved on 19 July 2012, from: 

http://ejil.oxfordjournals.org/content/16/5/879.full.  

 

Repertoire of the Practice of the Security Council. “Working Groups.” Retrieved on 3 July 2012, from: 

http://www.un.org/en/sc/repertoire/subsidiary_organs/working_groups.shtml. 

 

Security Council Report. (2012). “Security Council Subsidiary Bodies: 7 February 2012.” Retrieved on 3 July 2012, 

from: 

http://www.securitycouncilreport.org/site/c.glKWLeMTIsG/b.7976957/k.AFE5/Security_Council_Subsidia

ry_Bodiesbr7_February_2012.htm. 

 

Security Council Report. (2011). “Special Research Report No. 2: Working Together for Peace and Security in 

Africa: The Security Council and the AU Peace and Security Council.” Retrieved on 19 July 2011, from: 

http://www.securitycouncilreport.org/site/c.glKWLeMTIsG/b.6769467/k.AE37/Special_Research_Report_

No_2brWorking_Together_for_Peace_and_Security_in_Africa_The_Security_Council_and_the_AU_Peac

e_and_Security_Councilbr10_May_2011.htm.   

 

Security Council Report. (2006). “Security Council Elections 2006: 14 August 2006.” Retrieved on 17 July 2012 

from: 

http://www.securitycouncilreport.org/site/c.glKWLeMTIsG/b.2013021/k.EC8/Security_Council_Elections

_2006br14_August_2006.htm.  

 

http://www.ejil.org/pdfs/3/2/2045.pdf
http://bosco.foreignpolicy.com/posts/2012/01/31/in_defense_of_the_veto_power
http://bosco.foreignpolicy.com/posts/2011/03/17/abstention_games_on_the_security_council
http://www.centerforunreform.org/system/files/Managing+Change+-+1.+Reform+of+the+Security+Council.pdf
http://www.centerforunreform.org/system/files/Managing+Change+-+1.+Reform+of+the+Security+Council.pdf
http://www.dukenexus.org/754/the-emergence-of-a-superpower-china%E2%80%99s-un-policies-from-1971-to-present/
http://www.dukenexus.org/754/the-emergence-of-a-superpower-china%E2%80%99s-un-policies-from-1971-to-present/
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/2012/02/201225152330761377.html
http://ejil.oxfordjournals.org/content/16/5/879.full
http://www.un.org/en/sc/repertoire/subsidiary_organs/working_groups.shtml
http://www.securitycouncilreport.org/site/c.glKWLeMTIsG/b.7976957/k.AFE5/Security_Council_Subsidiary_Bodiesbr7_February_2012.htm
http://www.securitycouncilreport.org/site/c.glKWLeMTIsG/b.7976957/k.AFE5/Security_Council_Subsidiary_Bodiesbr7_February_2012.htm
http://www.securitycouncilreport.org/site/c.glKWLeMTIsG/b.6769467/k.AE37/Special_Research_Report_No_2brWorking_Together_for_Peace_and_Security_in_Africa_The_Security_Council_and_the_AU_Peace_and_Security_Councilbr10_May_2011.htm
http://www.securitycouncilreport.org/site/c.glKWLeMTIsG/b.6769467/k.AE37/Special_Research_Report_No_2brWorking_Together_for_Peace_and_Security_in_Africa_The_Security_Council_and_the_AU_Peace_and_Security_Councilbr10_May_2011.htm
http://www.securitycouncilreport.org/site/c.glKWLeMTIsG/b.6769467/k.AE37/Special_Research_Report_No_2brWorking_Together_for_Peace_and_Security_in_Africa_The_Security_Council_and_the_AU_Peace_and_Security_Councilbr10_May_2011.htm
http://www.securitycouncilreport.org/site/c.glKWLeMTIsG/b.2013021/k.EC8/Security_Council_Elections_2006br14_August_2006.htm
http://www.securitycouncilreport.org/site/c.glKWLeMTIsG/b.2013021/k.EC8/Security_Council_Elections_2006br14_August_2006.htm


Swart, L. (2011). “Ten Observations on Security Council Reform May 2011.” Retrieved on 3 July 2012, from: 

http://www.centerforunreform.org/node/442. 

 

UNElections.org. (2011). “Five New Members Elected to Security Council.” Retrieved on 17 July 2012, from: 

http://www.unelections.org/?q=node/2235.  

 

UNElections.org. (2007).Analysis of Security Council Elections, Open Letter to UN Member States. Retrieved on 3 

July 12, from: http://www.unelections.org/?q=node/490.  

 

UNElections.org. Security Council. Retrieved on 3 July 2012, from: http://www.unelections.org/?q=node/33. 

 

United Nations. (1946). Charter of the United Nations. Retrieved on 13 May 2012, from:  

http://www.un.org/en/documents/charter/index.shtml 

 

United Nations. (2012).“Growth in United Nations membership, 1945-present.”Retrieved on 3 July 2012, from: 

http://www.un.org/en/members/growth.shtml#2000. 

 

United Nations Department of Peacekeeping Operations. (2012). “Department of Peacekeeping Operations.” 

Retrieved on 19 July 2012, from: http://www.un.org/en/peacekeeping/about/dpko/.  

 

United Nations Department of Peacekeeping Operations. (2012). “Forming a new operation.” Retrieved on 19 July 

2012, from: http://www.un.org/en/peacekeeping/operations/newoperation.shtml.  

 

United Nations Department of Peacekeeping Operations. (2012). “Peacekeeping Fact Sheet.” Retrieved on 3 July 

2012, from: http://www.un.org/en/peacekeeping/resources/statistics/factsheet.shtml. 

 

United Nations General Assembly. (1971). Restoration of the lawful rights of the People’s Republic of China in the 

United Nations (A/RES/2758).Retrieved on 3 July 2012, from: http://daccess-dds-

ny.un.org/doc/RESOLUTION/GEN/NR0/327/74/IMG/NR032774.pdf?OpenElement. 

 

United Nations General Assembly. (1993). Question of equitable representation on and increase in the membership 

of the Security Council (A/RES/48/26).Retrieved on 3 July 2012 from: 

http://www.un.org/documents/ga/res/48/a48r026.htm. 

 

United Nations Security Council.(2012). Membership in 2012.Retrieved on 3 July 2012, from: 

http://www.un.org/sc/members.asp/list_eng6.asp. 

 

I. The Situation in Myanmar 

 

Ability Magazine, Myanmar List of Non Government Organizations (NGOs), n.d. Retrieved July 5, 2012 from:  

http://abilitymagazine.com/news_Myanmar.html 

 

Amnesty International, Our Work: Myanmar, 2012. Retrieved 4 June 2012 from:  http://www.amnestyusa.org/our-

work/countries/asia-and-the-pacific/myanmar  

 

ASEAN, ASEAN Chairman Statement on Myanmar, 2007. Retrieved 6 August 2012 from: 

http://www.aseansec.org/21057.htm 

 

Bajoria, “Understanding Myanmar,” Council on Foreign Relations, 12 July 2012. Retrieved 29 July 2012 from:  

http://www.cfr.org/human-rights/understanding-myanmar/p14385 

 

BBC News, Asean Leaders approve Burma chairmanship bid, 17 November 2011.  Retrieved 13 August 2012 from: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-15771531  

 

BBC News, In quotes: Burma reaction, 2007. Retrieved 4 June 2012 from:  http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/asia-

pacific/7014704.stm  

http://www.centerforunreform.org/node/442
http://www.unelections.org/?q=node/2235
http://www.unelections.org/?q=node/490
http://www.unelections.org/?q=node/33
http://www.un.org/en/documents/charter/index.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/members/growth.shtml#2000
http://www.un.org/en/peacekeeping/about/dpko/
http://www.un.org/en/peacekeeping/operations/newoperation.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/peacekeeping/resources/statistics/factsheet.shtml
http://daccess-dds-ny.un.org/doc/RESOLUTION/GEN/NR0/327/74/IMG/NR032774.pdf?OpenElement
http://daccess-dds-ny.un.org/doc/RESOLUTION/GEN/NR0/327/74/IMG/NR032774.pdf?OpenElement
http://www.un.org/documents/ga/res/48/a48r026.htm
http://www.un.org/sc/members.asp/list_eng6.asp
http://abilitymagazine.com/news_Myanmar.html
http://www.aseansec.org/21057.htm
http://www.cfr.org/human-rights/understanding-myanmar/p14385
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-15771531
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/asia-pacific/7014704.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/asia-pacific/7014704.stm


Biswas, R. The Diplomat. (2012). “Burma: Asia’s Next Tiger Economy?”. The Diplomat, 31 March 2012. Retrieved 

July 29, 2012 from:  http://thediplomat.com/2012/03/31/burma-asia%E2%80%99s-next-tiger-economy/  

 

Central Intelligence Agency, World Factbook: Burma, 17 July 2012. Retrieved 16 August 2012 from: 

http://goo.gl/DvYRB 

 

Channel News Asia, Obama signs Myanmar finance bill into law, 6 October 2012. Retrieved 9 October 2012 from: 

http://www.channelnewsasia.com/stories/afp_asiapacific_business/view/1229819/1/.html 

 

Flintoff, “Q&A: The Situation in Myanmar,” National Public Radio (US), 2007. Retrieved 4 July 2012 from:  

http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=14779565 

 

Gleason, “ASEAN’s Engagement in Countries Affected by Conflict and Crisis,” Engagement on Development and 

Security: New Actors, New Debates, September 2011, page 52. Retrieved 12 August 2012 from: 

http://www.cic.nyu.edu/engagement/docs/engagment_book.pdf  

 

Goh, “Myanmar promoting “Inclusive Development,” CIMB ASEAN Research Institute (CARIASEAN), 11 July 

2011. Retrieved 29 June 2012 from http://cariasean.org/view/myanmar_promoting_inclusive_development 

 

Government of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar, Ministry of National Planning and Economic Development, 

The Poverty Ratio in Myanmar, 2001. Retrieved 29 July 2012 from: http://goo.gl/z5wuZ 

 

Han, “Myanmar reforms here to stay, says ASEAN forum,” Today Online (Singapore), 2012. Retrieved 5 August 

2012 from: http://goo.gl/sAjkF 

 

Hindstrom, H. “Traffickers Target Displaced Kachin on Chinese Border.” Democratic Voice of Burma, 25 May 

2012. Retrieved 29 July 2012 from:  http://www.dvb.no/news/traffickers-target-displaced-kachin-on-

chinese-border/22171 

 

Human Rights Watch, Crackdown: Repression of the 2007 Popular Protests in Burma, December 2007. Retrieved 

29 July 2012 from:  http://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/reports/burma1207web.pdf  

 

Human Rights Watch, China/Burma: Kachin Refugees Lack Aid, Face Abuses, 26 June 2012. Retrieved 30 July 

2012 from:  http://www.hrw.org/news/2012/06/25/chinaburma-kachin-refugees-lack-aid-face-abuses-0  

 

International Labour Organization, Myanmar, 2012. Retrieved 30 July 2012 from: http://www.ilo.org/global/lang--

en/index.htm#a2 

 

International Labour Organization, Promoting Jobs, Protecting People, 2012. Retrieved 29 August 2012 from: 

http://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/@dgreports/@dcomm/documents/meetingdocument/wcms_1139 

96.pdf 

IRIN News, Myanmar: Cross-line NGOs in Kachin Need Support, 11 April 2012. Retrieved 30 July 2012 from:  

http://www.irinnews.org/Report/95264/MYANMAR-Cross-line-NGOs-in-Kachin-need-support 

 

IRIN News, Myanmar: Cross-line NGOs in Kachin need support, 11 April 2012.  Retrieved 27 August 2012 from: 

http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/4f967b342.html 

 

The Irrawaddy, Burma Rebuffs Asean Bid for Role in Arakan State, 17 August 2012. Retrieved 18 August 2012 

from: http://www.irrawaddy.org/archives/11774  

 

Merlin, Implementing Disaster Risk Reduction in Myanmar: A Case Study from Merlin’s Programme, 2009. 

Retrieved 1 September 2012 from 

http://www.gripweb.org/gripweb/sites/default/files/documents_publications/Implementing%20Disaster%20

Risk%20Reduction%20in%20Myanmar.pdf  

 

http://thediplomat.com/2012/03/31/burma-asia%E2%80%99s-next-tiger-economy/
http://goo.gl/DvYRB
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/stories/afp_asiapacific_business/view/1229819/1/.html
http://www.cic.nyu.edu/engagement/docs/engagment_book.pdf
http://cariasean.org/view/myanmar_promoting_inclusive_development
http://goo.gl/z5wuZ
http://goo.gl/sAjkF
http://www.dvb.no/news/traffickers-target-displaced-kachin-on-chinese-border/22171
http://www.dvb.no/news/traffickers-target-displaced-kachin-on-chinese-border/22171
http://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/reports/burma1207web.pdf
http://www.hrw.org/news/2012/06/25/chinaburma-kachin-refugees-lack-aid-face-abuses-0
http://www.ilo.org/global/lang--en/index.htm#a2
http://www.ilo.org/global/lang--en/index.htm#a2
http://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/@dgreports/@dcomm/documents/meetingdocument/wcms_1139%2096.pdf
http://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/@dgreports/@dcomm/documents/meetingdocument/wcms_1139%2096.pdf
http://www.irinnews.org/Report/95264/MYANMAR-Cross-line-NGOs-in-Kachin-need-support
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/4f967b342.html
http://www.irrawaddy.org/archives/11774
http://www.gripweb.org/gripweb/sites/default/files/documents_publications/Implementing%20Disaster%20Risk%20Reduction%20in%20Myanmar.pdf
http://www.gripweb.org/gripweb/sites/default/files/documents_publications/Implementing%20Disaster%20Risk%20Reduction%20in%20Myanmar.pdf


Myanmar Times, Three major diseases in Myanmar, 2008. Retrieved 5 July 2012 from 

http://www.mmtimes.com/feature/healthcare/health018.htm 

 

Najib, “The Asean Way Won Burma Over,” Wall Street Journal, 3 April 2012. Retrieved 11 August 2012 from: 

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702303816504577321242628750250.html  

 

National League for Democracy, “Political Activity,” 2012. Retrieved 14 August 2012 from:  

http://www.nldburma.org/political-activity.html 

 

Nay, “NGO to Deliver Aid to Kachin State,” Democratic Voice of Burma, 1 May 2012. Retrieved 30 July 2012 

from:  http://www.dvb.no/news/ngo-to-deliver-aid-to-kachin-state/21823  

 

Nelson, “All in a word: Burma’s rulers tell Suu Kyi not to call it Burma,” The Telegraph (UK), 29 June 2012. 

Retrieved 29 July 2012 from:  

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/burmamyanmar/9364926/All-in-a-word-Burmas-rulers-

tell-Suu-Kyi-not-to-call-it-Burma.html  

 

Nelson, “Aung San Suu Kyi ‘wins landslide landmark election’ as Burma rejoices,” The Telegraph (UK), 1 April 

2012. Retrieved 10 August 2012 from:  

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/burmamyanmar/9179176/Aung-San-Suu-Kyi-wins-

landslide-landmark-election-as-Burma-rejoices.html 

 

New York Times, Myanmar, n.d.  Retrieved 5 July 2012 from:  

http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/international/countriesandterritories/myanmar/index.html 

 

Newnations, Myanmar, 2012. Retrieved 28 August 2012 from: http://www.newnations.com/headlines/my.php 

 

Safe World for Women, A Grim Trade: Burma’s Ethnic Women Trafficked to China, 2012. Retrieved 22 August 

2012 from: http://www.asafeworldforwomen.org/trafficking/ht-asia-pacific/ht-burma/761-burmas-ethnic-

women-trafficked-to-china.html 

 

Security Council Report, Myanmar Consultations, 19 June 2012. Retrieved 8 August 2012 from:  

http://whatsinblue.org/2012/06/myanmar-consultations.php 

 

Security Council Report, Update No. 4: Myanmar, 2005. Retrieved 7 August 2012 from: http://goo.gl/WoV0C 

 

Sigur Center for Asian Studies, ASEAN and Burma/Myanmar: Past and Prologue, 2012. Retrieved 15 August 2012 

from: http://www.risingpowersinitiative.org/wp-content/uploads/policybrief_apr2012_aseanmyanmar.pdf 

 

Smith, “Where Myanmar Keeps Trampling Rights,” Human Rights Watch, 15 March 2012.  Retrieved 4 June 2012 

from:  http://www.hrw.org/news/2012/03/15/where-myanmar-keeps-trampling-rights  

 

The Times of India, The UN Adopts Resolution Against Recruiting Child Soldiers, 2011. Retrieved 25 August 2012 

from: http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/us/UN-adopts-resolution-against-recruiting-child-

soldiers/articleshow/9204505.cms 

UNICEF USA, UNICEF Ready to Respond to Earthquake in Myanmar, 24 March 2011. Retrieved 28 July from: 

http://www.unicefusa.org/news/news-from-the-field/unicef-ready-to-respond-to.html 

 

United Nations, Repertoire of the Practice of the Security Council, Studies by Agenda: Asia, n.d. Retrieved 17 

August 2012 from: http://www.un.org/en/sc/repertoire/studies/asia.shtml#cat9 

 

United Nations Commission on Human Rights, Situation of human rights in Myanmar (1992/58), 1992. Retrieved 1 

August 2012 from: 

http://www.unhchr.ch/Huridocda/Huridoca.nsf/TestFrame/e72d13c89f446b95802567c800552d24?Opendo

cument 

 

http://www.mmtimes.com/feature/healthcare/health018.htm
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702303816504577321242628750250.html
http://www.nldburma.org/political-activity.html
http://www.dvb.no/news/ngo-to-deliver-aid-to-kachin-state/21823
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/burmamyanmar/9364926/All-in-a-word-Burmas-rulers-tell-Suu-Kyi-not-to-call-it-Burma.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/burmamyanmar/9364926/All-in-a-word-Burmas-rulers-tell-Suu-Kyi-not-to-call-it-Burma.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/burmamyanmar/9179176/Aung-San-Suu-Kyi-wins-landslide-landmark-election-as-Burma-rejoices.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/burmamyanmar/9179176/Aung-San-Suu-Kyi-wins-landslide-landmark-election-as-Burma-rejoices.html
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/international/countriesandterritories/myanmar/index.html
http://www.newnations.com/headlines/my.php
http://www.asafeworldforwomen.org/trafficking/ht-asia-pacific/ht-burma/761-burmas-ethnic-women-trafficked-to-china.html
http://www.asafeworldforwomen.org/trafficking/ht-asia-pacific/ht-burma/761-burmas-ethnic-women-trafficked-to-china.html
http://whatsinblue.org/2012/06/myanmar-consultations.php
http://goo.gl/WoV0C
http://www.risingpowersinitiative.org/wp-content/uploads/policybrief_apr2012_aseanmyanmar.pdf
http://www.hrw.org/news/2012/03/15/where-myanmar-keeps-trampling-rights
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/us/UN-adopts-resolution-against-recruiting-child-soldiers/articleshow/9204505.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/us/UN-adopts-resolution-against-recruiting-child-soldiers/articleshow/9204505.cms
http://www.unicefusa.org/news/news-from-the-field/unicef-ready-to-respond-to.html
http://www.un.org/en/sc/repertoire/studies/asia.shtml#cat9
http://www.unhchr.ch/Huridocda/Huridoca.nsf/TestFrame/e72d13c89f446b95802567c800552d24?Opendocument
http://www.unhchr.ch/Huridocda/Huridoca.nsf/TestFrame/e72d13c89f446b95802567c800552d24?Opendocument


United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, 2012 UNHCR Country Operations Profile – Myanmar, 2012. 

Retrieved 30 July 2012 from:  http://www.unhcr.org/pages/49e4877d6.html  

 

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, Myanmar Refugees in Southeast Asia, 1 April 2006. Retrieved 23 

August 2012 from: http://www.unhcr.org/publ/PUBL/449676844.pdf 

 

United Nations News Centre, Myanmar: UN Official Concerned Over Rights Violations in Rakhine State, 27 July 

2012. Retrieved 30 July 2012 from: 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=42575&Cr=Myanmar&Cr1=   

 

United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, The HC Interview: Myanmar, 27 July 2012. 

http://www.unocha.org/top-stories/all-stories/hc-interview-myanmar 

 

United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, Where We Work: Myanmar, 2012.  Retrieved 

30 August 2012 from: http://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/myanmar 

 

United Nations Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, Statement of the Special Rapporteur on the 

Situation of Human Rights in Myanmar By Tomás Ojea Quintana, 4 August 2012, Yangon International 

Airport, Myanmar. Retrieved 10 August 2012 from: 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=12405&LangID=E 

 

United Nations Security Council, Security Council fails to adopt draft resolution on Myanmar, owing to negative 

votes by China, Russian Federation (SC/8939), 12 January 2007. Retrieved 26 August 2012 from: 

http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2007/sc8939.doc.htm 

 

United Nations Security Council, Security Council, in procedural action, votes to include human rights situation in 

Myanmar on its agenda, 15 September 2006. Retrieved 9 August 2012 from:  

http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2006/sc8832.doc.htm 

 

United Nations Security Council, Security Council Presidential Statement Condemns Sexual Violence In Conflict, 

Post-conflict Situations, Urges Complete, Immediate Cessation of Such Acts," 23 February 2012. Retrieved 

5 July 2012 from:  http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2012/sc10555.doc.htm 

 

United States Congressional Research Service. “US Sanctions on Burma,” Congressional Research Service, 7 

February 2012. Retrieved 28 July 2012 from:  http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/row/R41336.pdf 

Université Laval , Report of the Conference: How the International Community can Support UN Efforts in 

Burma/Myanmar,” 27 March 2008. Retrieved 30 July 2012 from: 

http://www.psi.ulaval.ca/fileadmin/psi/documents/Documents/Rapports_d_activites/Burma_texte_et_couve

rt__2_.pdf 

 

Women’s Commission for Refugee Women and Children, Abuse Without End: Burmese Refugee Women and 

Children at Risk of Trafficking, 2006. Retrieved 24 August 2012 from: 

http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/48aa82ff0.html 

 

World Health Organization. The Republic of the Union of Myanmar 2009 EPI Fact Sheet, 2009. Retrieved 4 June 

2012 from:  http://www.searo.who.int/vaccine/LinkFiles/EPI2009/Myanmar09.pdf 

 

Zino, “UN calls for investigation into alleged human rights abuses in restive Rakhine state,” Maplecroft, 1 August 

2012. Retrieved 19 August 2012 from: http://blog.maplecroft.com/2012/08/01/un-calls-for-investigation-

into-alleged-human-rights-abuses-in-restive-rakhine-state/ 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.unhcr.org/pages/49e4877d6.html
http://www.unhcr.org/publ/PUBL/449676844.pdf
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=42575&Cr=Myanmar&Cr1
http://www.unocha.org/top-stories/all-stories/hc-interview-myanmar
http://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/myanmar
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=12405&LangID=E
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2007/sc8939.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2006/sc8832.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2012/sc10555.doc.htm
http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/row/R41336.pdf
http://www.psi.ulaval.ca/fileadmin/psi/documents/Documents/Rapports_d_activites/Burma_texte_et_couvert__2_.pdf
http://www.psi.ulaval.ca/fileadmin/psi/documents/Documents/Rapports_d_activites/Burma_texte_et_couvert__2_.pdf
http://www.searo.who.int/vaccine/LinkFiles/EPI2009/Myanmar09.pdf
http://blog.maplecroft.com/2012/08/01/un-calls-for-investigation-into-alleged-human-rights-abuses-in-restive-rakhine-state/
http://blog.maplecroft.com/2012/08/01/un-calls-for-investigation-into-alleged-human-rights-abuses-in-restive-rakhine-state/


II. The Situation in Sudan and South Sudan 

 

Adar. (2001). “Ethno-Religious Nationalism in Sudan. The Enduring Constraint on the Policy of National Identity,” 

in Becker (ed) Shifting African Identities: Identity? Theory, Politics, History. Volume 2. Pretoria: Human 

Science Research Council. 

 

Africa Research Bulletin: Political, Social and Cultural Research Series. (2012). South Sudan-Sudan: Armies Clash. 

49(3). Retrieved Africa Research Bulletin: Political, Social and Cultural Series, 49: 19189A–19190C. 

doi: 10.1111/j.1467-825X.2012.04370.x 

 

Africa Research Bulletin: Political, Social and Cultural Research Series. (2012). Kenya-South Sudan: Oil Pipeline 

Agreement. 49(1). Africa Research Bulletin: Economic, Financial and Technical Series, 49: 19403A–

19403B. doi: 10.1111/j.1467-6346.2012.04341.x 

 

African Union. (2011). 308
th

 Meeting of the Peace and Security Council. (PSC/PR/BR.(CCCVIII)). Retrieved 1 

August 2012, from: http://www.peaceau.org/uploads/press-statement-of-the-308th-meeting-eng.pdf 

 

African Union. (2012). The African Union reiterates the need for a complete cessation of all hostilities. Retrieved 01 

July 2012, from:  http://au.int/en/dp/ps/sites/default/files/auc.com_.sudan_.south%20sudan.2204.2012_0.pdf 

 

BBC News. (2008). Arab Nomads Dead in Sudan Clashes. Retrieved 01 July 2012, from:  

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/7273838.stm 

 

BBC News. (2009). Terms of Sudan Referendum Reached. Retrieved 01 June 2012, from:  

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/8310928.stm 

 

BBC News. (2011). South Sudan Backs Independence—Results. Retrieved 01 June 2012, from:  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-12379431 

 

BBC News. (2012). Sudan bombing ‘outrages’ UN’s Navi Pillay. Retrieved 20 June 2012, from:  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-18042593 

 

Clapham. (1998). African Guerillas. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

 

Collins. (2007). A History of Modern Sudan. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

 

Collins. (2007). “Civil Wars in the Sudan.” History Compass. 5(6). 

 

Concordis International. (2010). More than a Line: Sudan’s North-South Border. Retrieved 28 June 2012, from:  

http://www.usip.org/files/Grants-

Fellows/GrantsDownloadsNotApps/More%20than%20a%20line,%20Sudan's%20N-

S%20border,%20092010.pdf 

 

Daly. (1992). Imperial Sudan: The Anglo-Egyptian Condominium, 1934-1956. Cambridge: Cambridge University 

Press. 

 

Daly. (1993). Civil War in the Sudan. London: British Academic Press.  

 

DeRouen. (2007). Civil Wars of the World: Major Conflicts since WWII. Santa Barbara: ABC-CLIO. 

 

El-Affendin. (1990). “Discovering the South: Sudanese Dilemmas for Islam in Africa.” Africa Affairs. 

 

Fick, Maggie. (2011). “Over 99pct in Southern Sudan vote for secession.” USA Today. Retrieved 01 June 2012, 

from:  http://www.usatoday.com/news/topstories/2011-01-30-2052877353_x.htm  

 

http://www.peaceau.org/uploads/press-statement-of-the-308th-meeting-eng.pdf
http://au.int/en/dp/ps/sites/default/files/auc.com_.sudan_.south%20sudan.2204.2012_0.pdf
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/7273838.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/8310928.stm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-12379431
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-18042593
http://www.usip.org/files/Grants-Fellows/GrantsDownloadsNotApps/More%20than%20a%20line,%20Sudan's%20N-S%20border,%20092010.pdf
http://www.usip.org/files/Grants-Fellows/GrantsDownloadsNotApps/More%20than%20a%20line,%20Sudan's%20N-S%20border,%20092010.pdf
http://www.usip.org/files/Grants-Fellows/GrantsDownloadsNotApps/More%20than%20a%20line,%20Sudan's%20N-S%20border,%20092010.pdf
http://www.usatoday.com/news/topstories/2011-01-30-2052877353_x.htm


Human Rights Watch. (1996). Behind the Red Line: Political Repression in Sudan. Retrieved 01 June 2012, from:  

http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/3ae6a8450.html  

 

International Energy Agency. (2012). Oil production estimates for Sudan and South Sudan are cut amid revenue-

sharing dispute. Retrieved 02 July 2012, from:  http://www.iea.org/index_info.asp?id=2380 

 

Jeppie. (2005). Sharia and State in the Sudan: From: Late Colonialism to Late Islamism. Oxford: OCIS. 

 

Lesch. (1998). The Sudan: Contested Identities. Oxford: James Currey. 

 

PeaceWomen Project. (2012). About Peacekeeping. Retrieved 1 August 2012, from: 

http://www.peacewomen.org/themes_page.php?id=6&adhoc=96 

 

Raftopoulos. (2006). Peace in the Balance: The Crisis in Sudan. Cape Town: Institute of Peace and Reconciliation. 

 

Security Council Report. (2012) July 2012 Forecast: Sudan / South Sudan. Retrieved 1 August 2012, from:  

http://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-

CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/July%202012%20Forecast.pdf 

 

Stevens. (1976). “The1972 Addis Ababa Agreement and the Sudan’s Afro-Arab Policy.” Journal of Modern African 

Studies 14:2. 

 

The Comprehensive Peace Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Sudan and the Sudan People’s 

Liberation Movement/ Sudan People’s Liberation Army. (2005). Retrieved 01 June 2012, from:  

http://www.aec-sudan.org/docs/cpa/cpa-en.pdf 

 

United Nations News Centre. (2011). “UN welcomes South Sudan as 193
rd

 Member State.” Retrieved 01 June 2012, 

from:  http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=39034&Cr=South+Sudan&Cr1= 

 

United Nations Security Council. (2011). Reports of the Secretary-General on the Sudan. (S/RES/1990). Retrieved 1 

August 2012, from: http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/RES/1990(2011) 

 

United Nations Security Council. (2011). Reports of the Secretary-General on the Sudan. (S/RES/1996). Retrieved 1 

August 2012, from: http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/RES/1996(2011) 

 

United Nations Security Council. (2011). Reports of the Secretary-General on the Sudan. (S/RES/2024). Retrieved 1 

August 2012, from: http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/RES/2024(2011) 

 

United Nations Security Council. (2011). Reports of the Secretary-General on the Sudan. (S/RES/2032). Retrieved 1 

August 2012, from: http://www.un.org/Docs/journal/asp/ws.asp?m=S/RES/2032%20(2011) 

  

United Nations Security Council. (2012). Reports of the Secretary-General on the Sudan. (S/RES/2046). Retrieved 1 

August 2012, from: http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/RES/2046(2012) 

 

United Nations Security Council. (2012). Reports of the Secretary-General on the Sudan. (S/RES/2047). Retrieved 1 

August 2012, from: http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/RES/2047(2012) 

 

US Department of State. (2011). Background Note: South Sudan. Retrieved 01 June 2012, from:  

http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/171718.htm 

 

Wai. (1981). The African-Arab Conflict in the Sudan. New York: African Publishing Company. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/3ae6a8450.html
http://www.iea.org/index_info.asp?id=2380
http://www.peacewomen.org/themes_page.php?id=6&adhoc=96
http://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/July%202012%20Forecast.pdf
http://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/July%202012%20Forecast.pdf
http://www.aec-sudan.org/docs/cpa/cpa-en.pdf
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=39034&Cr=South+Sudan&Cr1=
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/RES/1990(2011)
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/RES/1996(2011)
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/RES/2024(2011)
http://www.un.org/Docs/journal/asp/ws.asp?m=S/RES/2032%20(2011)
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/RES/2046(2012)
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/RES/2047(2012)
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/171718.htm


III. Women and Peace and Security 

 

Afghan Women’s Network, Afghan Women’s Position Paper on the Occasion of the July 8, 2012 Ministerial 

Conference on Afghanistan in Tokyo, Japan, 2012. Retrieved 15 July 2012, from:   

http://www.afghanwomennetwork.af/Latest%20Updates/Position%20Paper-%20English.pdf  

 

Anderlini, Sanam. The Boston Consortium on Gender, Security, and Human Rights. (2005, February 5). Women’s 

Contributions to Peace Processes: What Does the New Research Tell Us? Retrieved on 20 June 2012, 

from:  http://www.genderandsecurity.umb.edu/Sanam%20Anderlini%202-9-05%20_2_.pdf  

 

Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action, 1995. Retrieved on 20 May 2012, from: 

http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/beijing/pdf/BDPfA%20E.pdf 

 

Civil Society Advisory Group to the UN on Women, Peace and Security. (2010). Global Open Days for Women and 

Peace are a First Step In Responding to Women in Conflict Countries. Retrieved 15 July 2012, from:  

http://womenpeacesecurity.org/media/pdf-PressRelease_GlobalOpenDay_9June2010.pdf 

 

Declaration of Windhoek, 1991. Retrieved 15 July 2012, from:  

http://www.unesco.org/webworld/fed/temp/communication_democracy/windhoek.htm 

 

United Nations Department of Political Affairs. (n.d.) Role of the Department of Political Affairs. Retrieved 15 July 

2012, from:  http://www.un.org/wcm/content/site/undpa/lang/en/main/about/overview  

 

United Nations Department of Political Affiars. (n.d.) Women and Peace: a DPA Priority. Retrieved 15 July 2012, 

from:  http://www.un.org/wcm/content/site/undpa/main/enewsletter/news0212_women 

 

Division for the Advancement of Women. (2009). Convention on the Elimination of all forms of Discrimination 

Against Women. Retrieved 10 May 2012, from:  http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/cedaw/cedaw.htm 

 

United Nations Economic and Social Council. (1997). Mainstreaming the gender perspective into all policies and 

programmes in the United Nations system; Report of the Secretary General (E/1997/66). Retrieved 1 June 

2012, from:  http://www.un.org/documents/ecosoc/docs/1997/e1997-66.htm 

 

Goetz, Iiyambo, Inglis, Muna, Nadjibulla, Waldorf. (n.d). Women, Peace & Security: CEDAW and Security Council 

Resolution 1325, A Quick Guide. Retrieved 15 July 2012, from:  

http://www.peacewomen.org/assets/MENA/cedawandunscr1325_eng-1.pdf 

 

International Committee of the Red Cross. (1949). The Geneva Conventions and Optional Protocols. Retrieved 1 

June 2012, from:  http://www.icrc.org/eng/war-and-law/treaties-customary-law/geneva-

conventions/index.jsp 

 

Medica Mondiale. (2007). Women, Peace and Security in Afghanistan. Retrieved 1 July 2012, from:  

http://www.medicamondiale.org/fileadmin/content/07_Infothek/Afghanistan/Report_on_Women__Peace_a

nd_Security-_medica_mondiale_-_Octobe..pdf 

 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Denmark. (2012). A New Contract for Afghanistan. Retrieved 1 July 2012, from:  

http://um.dk/en/news/newsdisplaypage/?newsID=1A392640-9D0C-499F-93C3-FB865224F3B0 

 

Mpoumou, Doris. International IDEA. (2004). Women’s Participation in Peace Negotiations: Discourse in the 

Democratic Republic of Congo. Retrieved 25 June 2012, from:  

http://www.idea.int/africa/upload/women_drc.pdf 

 

NGO Working Group on Women, Peace and Security. (2012). About Us. Retrieved 1 August 2012, from: 

http://www.womenpeacesecurity.org/about/ 

 

http://www.afghanwomennetwork.af/Latest%20Updates/Position%20Paper-%20English.pdf
http://www.genderandsecurity.umb.edu/Sanam%20Anderlini%202-9-05%20_2_.pdf
http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/beijing/pdf/BDPfA%20E.pdf
http://womenpeacesecurity.org/media/pdf-PressRelease_GlobalOpenDay_9June2010.pdf
http://www.unesco.org/webworld/fed/temp/communication_democracy/windhoek.htm
http://www.un.org/wcm/content/site/undpa/lang/en/main/about/overview
http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/cedaw/cedaw.htm
http://www.un.org/documents/ecosoc/docs/1997/e1997-66.htm
http://www.icrc.org/eng/war-and-law/treaties-customary-law/geneva-conventions/index.jsp
http://www.icrc.org/eng/war-and-law/treaties-customary-law/geneva-conventions/index.jsp
http://www.medicamondiale.org/fileadmin/content/07_Infothek/Afghanistan/Report_on_Women__Peace_and_Security-_medica_mondiale_-_Octobe..pdf
http://www.medicamondiale.org/fileadmin/content/07_Infothek/Afghanistan/Report_on_Women__Peace_and_Security-_medica_mondiale_-_Octobe..pdf
http://um.dk/en/news/newsdisplaypage/?newsID=1A392640-9D0C-499F-93C3-FB865224F3B0
http://www.idea.int/africa/upload/women_drc.pdf
http://www.womenpeacesecurity.org/about/


NGO Working Group on Women, Peace and Security. (2012). Afghanistan. Retrieved 3 July 2012, from:  

http://www.womenpeacesecurity.org/rapid-response/afghanistan/ 

 

PeaceWomen. (2012). Peacekeeping. Retrieved 15 July 2012, from:  

http://www.peacewomen.org/security_council_monitor/handbook/chapters?adhocpage=3740 

 

Security Council Report. (2011). Women, Peace and Security Historical Chronology. Retrieved 10 May 2012, from:  

http://www.securitycouncilreport.org/site/c.glKWLeMTIsG/b.3959809/k.EDE7/Women_Peace_and_Secur

itybrHistorical_Chronology.htm 

 

United Nations. (2005). Gender and Peacekeeping Operations. Retrieved 1 June 2012, from:  

http://www.un.org/en/peacekeeping/publications/gender_brochure.pdf 

 

United Nations. (2002). Women, Peace and Security: Study submitted by the Secretary-General pursuant to Security 

Council resolution 1325 (2000). Retrieved 10 May 2012, from:  

http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/public/eWPS.pdf 

 

United Nations Department of Peacekeeping Operations, Disarmament, Demobilization, and Reintegration, n.d. 

Retrieved 1 July 2012 from:  http://www.un.org/en/peacekeeping/issues/ddr.shtml 

 

United Nations Department of Peacekeeping Operations, Peacekeeping Operations, 2012. Retrieved 2 July 2012 

from: https://www.un.org/en/peacekeeping/ 

 

United Nations Department of Peacekeeping Operations. (2010). Ten-year Impact Study on Implementation of UN 

Security C 2 ouncil Resolution 1325. Retrieved 1 August 2012, from: 

http://www.un.org/en/peacekeeping/documents/10year_impact_study_1325.pdf 

 

United Nations News Centre. (2011, February 8). Greater Action Needed to Include Women in Peacekeeping –UN 

Study. Retrieved 12 May 2012, from:  

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=37486&&Cr=peacekeep&&Cr1 

 

United Nations Security Council. (2006). Security Council, Recalling Resolution 1325 (2000), Seeks Measures to 

Strengthen Role of Women in Peacekeeping, Post-Conflict Situations. Retrieved 12 May 2012, from:  

http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2006/sc8858.doc.htm 

 

United Nations Security Council, Security Council adopts text mandating peacekeeping missions to protect women, 

girls from sexual violence in armed conflict, 2009. Retrieved 5 July 2012 from: 

http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2009/sc9753.doc.htm 

 

United Nations Security Council. (2000). Women and Peace and Security (S/RES/1325). Retrieved 10 May 2012, 

from:  http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/RES/1325(2000) 

 

United Nations Security Council. (2008). Women and Peace and Security (S/RES/1820). Retrieved 10 May 2012, 

from:  http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=s/res/1820(2008) 

 

United Nations Security Council. (2009). Women and Peace and Security (S/RES/1888). Retrieved 10 May 2012, 

from:  http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=s/res/1888(2009)  

 

United Nations Security Council. (2009). Women and Peace and Security (S/RES/1889). Retrieved 10 May 2012, 

from:  http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=s/res/1889(2009) 

 

United Nations Security Council. (2010). Women and Peace and Security (S/RES/1960). Retrieved 10 May 2012, 

from:   http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=s/res/1960(2009) 

 

United Nations Women. (2011). “About UN Women.” Retrieved 10 May 2012, from:  

http://www.unwomen.org/about-us/about-un-women/ 

http://www.womenpeacesecurity.org/rapid-response/afghanistan/
http://www.securitycouncilreport.org/site/c.glKWLeMTIsG/b.3959809/k.EDE7/Women_Peace_and_SecuritybrHistorical_Chronology.htm
http://www.securitycouncilreport.org/site/c.glKWLeMTIsG/b.3959809/k.EDE7/Women_Peace_and_SecuritybrHistorical_Chronology.htm
http://www.un.org/en/peacekeeping/publications/gender_brochure.pdf
http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/public/eWPS.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/peacekeeping/issues/ddr.shtml
https://www.un.org/en/peacekeeping/
http://www.un.org/en/peacekeeping/documents/10year_impact_study_1325.pdf
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=37486&&Cr=peacekeep&&Cr1
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2006/sc8858.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2009/sc9753.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/RES/1325(2000)
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=s/res/1820(2008)
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=s/res/1888(2009)
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=s/res/1889(2009)
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=s/res/1960(2009)
http://www.unwomen.org/about-us/about-un-women/


 

UNIFEM. (2010) Women’s Participation in Peace Negotiations. Retrieved 1 June 2012, from:  

http://www.unifem.org/attachments/products/0302_WomensParticipationInPeaceNegotiations_en.pdf 

 

UNIFEM. (2009). Women’s Participation in Peace Negotiations: Connections Between Presence and Influence. 

Retrieved 1 July 2012, from:  

http://www.realizingrights.org/pdf/UNIFEM_handout_Women_in_peace_processes_Brief_April_20_2009.

pdf 

 

United States Institute of Peace. (2012). Women, Peace and Security in Afghanistan: Prospects on the Way 

Forward. Retrieved 10 July 2012, from:  http://www.usip.org/events/women-peace-and-security-in-

afghanistan-prospects-the-way-forward 

 

What’s in Blue. (2012). Briefing on Women, Peace and Security. Retrieved 10 May 2012, from:  

http://whatsinblue.org/2012/04/briefing-on-women-peace-and-security.php 

 

Windhoek Declaration, 2000. Retrieved 1 June 2012, from:  

http://www.un.org/womenwatch/osagi/wps/windhoek_declaration.pdf 

 

Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom. (2012). About WILPF. Retrieved 1 August 2012, from: 

http://www.wilpfinternational.org/AboutUs/index.htm 

http://www.unifem.org/attachments/products/0302_WomensParticipationInPeaceNegotiations_en.pdf
http://www.realizingrights.org/pdf/UNIFEM_handout_Women_in_peace_processes_Brief_April_20_2009.pdf
http://www.realizingrights.org/pdf/UNIFEM_handout_Women_in_peace_processes_Brief_April_20_2009.pdf
http://www.usip.org/events/women-peace-and-security-in-afghanistan-prospects-the-way-forward
http://www.usip.org/events/women-peace-and-security-in-afghanistan-prospects-the-way-forward
http://whatsinblue.org/2012/04/briefing-on-women-peace-and-security.php
http://www.un.org/womenwatch/osagi/wps/windhoek_declaration.pdf
http://www.wilpfinternational.org/AboutUs/index.htm

